
A big thanks to the Beau -
tification Committee for the
beautiful holiday decora-
tions at the 739 entrance
and clubhouse. Our en -
trance display really put us
in the holiday spirit.
In driving throughout the
community I also saw many
beautifully decorated homes
that brightened our com-
munity during the season.

Winter has arrived and
with it the snow. Please
drive carefully and don’t
obstruct areas to be plowed.
Remember, ATVs and snow-
mobiles are not allowed on
our roads.

We welcome our new
main tenance employee,
Peter Newman. Peter started
in Birchwood on January 3
and has had to jump right in
with snow removal.

We also welcome our new
board member, Linda White.
Linda replaces Charles Rit -
son, who resigned in Oc -
tober after extending his
term. Linda brings to the
board many fresh, new ideas

to enhance community
involvement. She has joined
many committees including
the Community Affairs and
Recreation Committees. 

The Capital Projects Com -
mittee is moving forward
on the restructuring of the
maintenance yard begin-
ning with the salt shed, the
evaluation of our pool struc-
ture and preliminary costs
on remodeling the office. If
you have any interest in
these projects please consid-
er joining the committee.
The Community Safety and
Pro perty Development
Committees are also looking
for new members. A Com -
mittee Request form can be
downloaded from our web-
site Forms page at
www.birchwoodlakes.net,
or you may contact the
office for more information.

By the time you read this,
the 2011/2012 budget will
already have been voted on.
I’d like to thank all members
of the committee who
worked so hard to keep ex -

penses down and find ways
to increase our in come. We
are vigorously working on
collections and are follow-
ing through on judgments
against owners who fail to
pay their dues and assess-
ments. The full election
results are found on the
Birchwood Lakes website.

Our children’s Easter party
and egg hunt will be held
on Saturday April 16. Save
the date! Watch for fliers and
check our website!
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East Lake in the winter.

Deadline for the Birchwood Lakes
newsletter is May 1.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
ON VOTING

In the past, the Judges of Elections have not counted a
few votes because the signature on the mailing envelope
did not match the Signature Verification Card that was on
file. 

We understand that due to age and developing health
issues your signature may have changed over time. If you
have noticed a difference in your signature since you orig-
inally submitted your Signature Verification Card, please
notify the BLCA office in writing to request a new
Signature Verification Card. Upon request, it will be mailed
to you. 

Additionally, if you are unsure if you have a Signature
Verification Card on file, please contact the office to verify. 

Your vote is important!
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The Association has been moving
forward on several projects even as
the community may appear quiet due
to the wintery weather upon us. In
late November and early December
GOE was utilized to determine and
locate the Upper Birchwood Lake
intake valve as a possible mechanism
for utilization in the dam rehabilita-
tion project. The diver was able to
locate the valve and the Engineer will
be reviewing the findings. 

Wade Associates has been selected
and entered into an agreement with
the Association for a feasibility study
regarding the pool. This study will
provide an evaluation of the pool
structure and immediate area, evalua-
tion of the filter and chemical sys-
tems, development of a comprehen-
sive report of the entire facility and
determine a method and feasibility of
repairs

Meetings have been held with rep-
resentatives from the DEP, Pike County
Conservation District and Delaware
Township in response to the
road/drainage study completed by
Cornerstone Consulting to determine
permitting requirements for the
forty-four “hot spots” included in the
study. Cost estimates have now been
obtained and provided to the Board of
Directors and Road Maintenance &
Construction Committee for review
and possible inclusion in future con-

tracted roadwork.
The Association is also actively pro-

ceeding with collection efforts.
Delinquent accounts are now being
turned over to legal counsel after in-
house collection efforts have been
completed. This year over 160 delin-
quent accounts have been submitted
to the attorney. To those members that
have paid and keep their accounts cur-
rent, thank you. Delinquent members
should take collection notices serious-
ly and contact the Association to make
payment or alternate arrangements as
soon as possible. Note as of January 1,
2011 a collection fee of $300 will be
assessed for each account processed
for collection action.

Members of the Association are
currently considering and voting on
the 2011/2012 Budget, Reserve
Withdrawals and an amendment to
the By-Laws that would require
Directors to sign a Code of Ethics. The
Board of Directors has worked very
hard to encourage all members in
good standing to vote by additional
notices on the 739 message board,

word of mouth and the distribution
of flyers in the mailboxes at the
entrances. The voting results will be
available through the BLCA Office if
you missed them. 2011/2012
Invoices will be mailed in early March
and payment due by May 1, 2011.
Requests for payment plans and the
$25 application fee should be submit-
ted no later than April 15, 2011 to
avoid additional charges. Deadline for
payment in order to receive the dis-
count will be noted on your dues
billing statement.

A traffic study at the Route 739
entrance has been approved as
requested by PennDOT. This study will
provide data on the amount of traffic
utilizing that area.

Summer will be here before we
know it. Please consider joining a
committee, attending a Board
Meeting, participating in at least one
community activity and becoming an
active part of YOUR community. If
you have any questions on what
might be going on or how you could
help, contact the BLCA Office.

Notes from the Community Manager
Bettye White Gross, CMCA, AMS

FOR SALE at
Birchwood Lakes–
attractive wooded lake-

front property at 
East Lakeview Drive, 
Sec. 11, Block 81. 

Asking $41,000. Owner.
(516) 305-4467.

P.U.P. (Pick up Poop) Patrol
by Roy Kohan

Yes, it does role down hill! Poop that is. It’s bad enough that the geese and
the droppings of all God’s other critters flow downhill and into our waters, but
we as responsible pet owners can help the situation. It’s unsightly and
unhealthy that people leave their pet droppings behind on the roadways that we
walk and ride on. It does flow downhill and into our lakes. Remember, what
our animals leave behind we will eventually have in our lakes and wells.

2011 Board of Directors
Officers
President: Marcella Livingston
Vice President: Joanne McInerney
Treasurer: Carolyn Martin 
Secretary: Clare Bennett 
Committee Chairs and Co-Chairs
Standing Committees:
BLCA Property Development: Chairperson: Carl Fredrickson

Co-Chair: Charles Ritson
Roads Maintenance & Construction: Chairperson: Louis Freeman

Co-Chair: Denis Murphy
Rules & Regulations: Chairperson: Carolyn Martin

Co-Chair: John Meola
Finance, Budget, Contracts: Chairperson: Carolyn Martin

Co-Chair: Marcella Livingston
By-Laws: Chairperson: Clare Bennett

Co-Chair: Joanne McInerney
Capital Projects: Chairperson: Charles Ritson

Co-Chair: John Meola
Voting & Elections: Chairperson: Clare Bennett

Co-Chair: Carolyn Martin
Appointed Committees:
BLCA Property Beautification: Chairperson: Carl Fredrickson

Co-Chair JoAnn Woods
Community Safety: Chairperson: Thomas McConnon

Co-Chair:
Community Affairs: Chairperson: Sheila Salmon

Co-Chair: Clare Bennett
Recreation: Chairperson: Joanne McInerney

Co-Chair:
Lake Management: Chairperson: Charles Ritson

Co-Chair: Thomas McConnon

Parkinson’s Awareness Walk
by Roy Kohan

Each year thousands of patients, their families and friends gather in New
York’s Central Park for a two-mile walk to raise awareness of Parkinson’s disease
and funds for research. Our son, Jeff, aged 43, has been diagnosed with early
onset Parkinson’s disease. He has been married to his wife Denise for 15 years
and has three beautiful children. The whole Kohan family will be walking in
this year’s event in honor of Jeff and other loved ones who have been diagnosed
with Parkinson’s. 

I hope that you will find it in your hearts to support our team and me by
donating any amount in honor of Jeff and the many others who must deal with
this disease. Please take action with me to find a cure for Parkinson’s disease and
keep our family in your prayers.

This year’s walk will be in April. If there are any questions please call me at
(201) 664-9627 or e-mail Kohanklan@AOL.com or to donate directly go to:
www.unitywalk.org select donations and type in Jeff Kohan’s name.

Do You Know Where Your Children

Are and What They are Doing?
We all love our children and want to keep them safe and we also hope that

they are doing the right thing. Unfortunately, they stray off the “Good Path”
sometimes. As parents it’s up to us to see the signs and intervene and lead them
back.

I’m sorry to say that there has been an awful amount of vandalism lately.
Break-ins, street signs taken down and stolen, damage and spray painting of
BLCA property, and radios and gate cards stolen from cars. Please lock your car
at all times. Yes, even in your driveway.

Remember, we all pay the price for the damages in our dues. Let’s all try to
keep Birchwood a safe and beautiful community. Let’s take pride in our home.

WINTER ROADS
With winter here, Birchwood Lakes would like to offer the following tips

and information for your safety and convenience:
Don’t drive unnecessarily in a storm, especially during severe snowstorms

and freezing rain. 
Remember to keep the roads and right of way clear of vehicles and other

encumbrances. Our maintenance employees cannot plow roads that are
blocked by cars. Vehicles blocking BLCA roads will be towed. Any landscaping
items within the BLCA right of way may unintentionally be damaged by plow-
ing efforts. BLCA will not be responsible for damage to items within the right-
of-way. Please familiarize yourself with the locations of parking areas within
BLCA should you need to pull over while obtaining assistance.

Be sure your car is properly equipped for winter driving with snow or all-
season tires and properly functioning windshield wiper blades.

Remind your children to play away from the roads for their own safety.
There is no practical way for maintenance to avoid dropping snow in your

driveway when they are plowing. You can minimize this frustrating event by
trying to avoid cleaning out your driveway until the road has been plowed or
by clearing an area to the right of your driveway where snow from the plow
will drop before being deposited in the driveway. When plowing or shoveling
your driveway, do not place snow in the roadway or block drainage swales or
culverts. 

Be prepared for winter driving by carrying a blanket and emergency sup-
plies in your vehicle

Birchwood Lakes Maintenance Staff normally follows a pre-determined pro-
cedure in plowing the roads. Changes, however, may be made on an as-need-
ed basis. Staff will begin plowing when there is approximately one and a half
inch of snow on the road. Please be patient as many factors such as tempera-
ture, type of precipitation and changing weather patterns can have an effect on
our efforts.

PENNVEST Individual On-Lot
Sewage System Repair Program

Assistance is available to eligible homeowners that do not have access to a
public sewage system and need to repair or replace their individual on-lot sys-
tem. The assistance is in the form of loans at an interest rate of one percent with
a maximum loan term of twenty years.

If you are interested in this program and would like further information,
contact a PENNVEST Participating Lender (Colonial American Bank, David W.
Eglin 215.657.4343) or the Delaware Township Sewage Enforcement Officer.



FOR SENIORS ONLY 
Very often we find it is easy to stop

relating with people who once filled
an important part in daily life.
Sometimes our children have moved
away or are so heavily involved in
their own lives, with work, children
and other obligations that they cannot
spend a lot of time with us.
Sometimes we just sit around bored
with little to do. Do you feel like this
sometimes? Well, then we have some-
thing that may make a difference.
What do you think about being part
of a Senior Citizen Club here in
Birchwood? After all, what better way
to look towards developing a new
social network and social life than to
meet and have fun with others who
have the same interests you may have? 

The thing is: we need to know if
there is enough interest so we can get
the ball rolling and have this in place
for you by this spring. The daytime
meetings will be held in our club-
house, and can be set depending on
how many times a month you wish to
meet. These are things that can be
decided once the club is formed. But
to do so, we need your response.

If interested, it would be great to
know what type of activities you
enjoy, your favorite hobby, or what
you think would make for a great club
activity. Perhaps you have a talent, like
sewing or knitting or painting, which
can be taught or shared with others?
Maybe you like playing cards, domi-
nos, Scrabble or other board games.
Isn’t this a great way to help you get
back into the rhythm of meeting new
friends to do things with? 

So kick up those heels and start
doing those things you promised
yourself you would do someday?
Today is the best time to make that call
and let us know of your interest. Why
wait? Either email Linda White at lin-
dalee4826@yahoo.com or call the
BLCA office at 570-828-2111.
Mention that you are calling about the
Senior Citizen Club. 

Just remember, if you email us,
remember to “add your contact infor-
mation, interests you have, hobbies,
or just what you would hope this club
will offer.” This will help us in making
this club become a reality. We hope to
hear from you. 

Birchwood Lake 
Recreation Committee
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GUIDELINES FOR LETTERS
Birchwood Lakes Community Association residents are invited to submit Letters to the Editor for pub-

lication in The Birchwood Voice. It is the intent of the Community Affairs Committee that publication
of letters will encourage a civil discussion about important issues in the community. These are the com-
mittee guidelines:

1) All letters must include the member’s name, address and telephone number and MUST BE
RECEIVED BY THE DEADLINE AS NOTED ON THE FRONT PAGE OF THE LAST ISSUE. Names
only will appear in print. Letters may be e-mailed to: editor.birchwoodlakes.net or dropped off at the
office.

2) All letters must be 300 words or less. Longer letters may be edited or returned to sender for edit-
ing.

3) Letters to the Editor may not be inflammatory, derogatory, obscene, and libelous or discuss issues
in terms of individuals in the community.

EDITOR’S NOTES MAY BE ADDED to clarify or correct information. 

Thinking about ice fishing or ice-skating?
Please note any ice activities within

Birchwood Lakes are at your own risk.

Birchwood Lake
Recreation Committee

I’ve been a resident since 1979.
Over the years, I’ve visited friends
residing in all the local communities
but never desired to leave my “little
piece of Birchwood.” I always looked
at Birchwood as an “unfinished paint-
ing” constantly evolving, striving to
beautify and better itself for the com-
mon community good. Birchwood, a
good place to raise families and attract
new residents. 

I’ve seen Boards of Directors whose
talented individuals tried very hard to
improve our community and others
that were elected for popularity rather
than ability and were not up to the
task. At least they got involved and
they tried. A voice that makes a sug-
gestion or a complaint says some-
thing, it gets involved. A voice that
stays mute when it should get
involved says nothing and contributes
nothing to change. 

During the 80s, 90s and early years
of this decade in particular, the
Saturday Open Meetings at the
Clubhouse hosted a huge number of
homeowners aggressively voicing
their opinions on various issues to the
Boards. Those meetings to me illus-
trated Freedom of Speech at its best.
People of different viewpoints com-

ing together to express them for the
common good of our Community. 

Recent years have brought some
disturbing changes:

Less attendance at Open Board
meetings: WHY – It’s your communi-
ty, don’t you care? Don’t stand in
silence – attend and make your voice
heard.

Less volunteers to serve on numer-
ous very important committees vital
to Birchwood’s growth. Volunteer,
anything you can do is deeply appre-
ciated. 

Pride of ownership – property
maintenance. Although the large
majority of homeowners maintain
their homes and property beautifully
and compliment their neighbor
which also builds a harmonious rela-
tionship, some unfortunately do not.
This very small segment of home-
owners choose to violate Birchwood
rules and fill their property with
unsightly garbage and other objects

which attracts wild animals and
endangers their neighbors. The Board
has vigorously addressed this issue
and summonses have and will contin-
ue to be issued to violators. Hopefully,
this blight, which affects us all, will
end quickly.

My friends, My neighbors and My
fellow residents that I have not had
the pleasure of meeting, I urge you
Let’s Unite, Let’s Get Involved to build
a stronger, more viable community
for all to enjoy. 

Email Us!
Have you ever wished you could

contact the Board of Directors by
email with a suggestion, comment
or concern?..... The Board of
Directors can now be reached by
email at blboard@ptd.net. 

(If you need an immediate
response, please contact the BLCA
Office.)

Working on the valve.

One Man’s Opinion by David J. Friedrich’

LAKE FRONT HOME - $259,900
3 BR + Loft, 2 BA, Year round lake
front home on East Lake. Many
new upgrades include appliances,
roof, vinyl cedar shake siding,
argon filled thermopane double
hung windows, doors and more.
Professionally landscaped. Low
maintenance. 908-421-3200.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
During the month of August, September, October, November and December

2010, five homes sold for less than $100,000; three homes sold between
$101,000 and $150,000; and four homes sold for more than $150,000.

Birchwood Lakes welcomed the following new members into our commu-
nity:

O’Grady, Snyder, Zielsdorff, Babcock Jr, Wright, Foster, Mabie, Brandao,
Callen, Mawhinney, Hickey and McMahon

We encourage you to become an active part of the community and look for-
ward to seeing you at community meetings and functions. Welcome neighbors!

READ IT ON THE WEB
Updated information is on the web www.birchwoodlakes.net. You can also

post messages about community affairs, write to the editor, or place a free
advertisement.

YOUR HOME
IN WINTER

Winter weather brings its own
challenges for homeowners. These
tips can help you minimize damage
to your home:

1. Make sure to check gutters, fas-
cia and downspouts are working
properly and in good repair. These are
some of the first parts of your roof
system to be affected by winter
weather.

2. In the event of heavy winds,
shingles can come loose and detach
themselves from the roof. Make sure
to visually check your roof after
heavy winds to make sure no shingles
are missing or damaged.

3. Once snow and ice arrive, peri-
odically check for ice damming along
your gutters - ice dams can prevent
water from draining properly. 

4. Be aware that if snow builds up
on your roof, it can cause dehabilitat-
ing damage to your roof system and
the supports underneath. 
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RECREATION COMMITTEE’S CHILDREN’S PARTIES
Photos by Nancy Halliday. More photos are on www.Birchwoodlakes.net gallery page.

Halloween
Fun!
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RECREATION COMMITTEE’S CHILDREN’S PARTIES
Photos by Nancy Halliday. More photos are on www.Birchwoodlakes.net gallery page.

Visit with Santa!

Mark your Calendar NOW … for April 16 

Attend Birchwood Lakes Annual Easter Egg Hunt & meet the Easter 

Bunny. Will you be one of the lucky ones to find the ‘golden’ egg, or 

jeweled egg or perhaps you will win the ‘hard luck’ egg award?  

Here’s wishing everyone a safe &
happy Winter, from Ruth & Seth

at Journal Newspapers!

BLCA T-Shirts & Tote Bags for sale at the office.
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This is an abbreviated record of
the minutes. A complete copy may
be obtained in the BLCA office or
at www.birchwoodlakes.net

August 10, 2010
The new tree removal policy is

still pending.
The Board approved fee increas-

es, offered a $500 reward for
information leading to conviction
of recent thefts and vandalism, a
DJ for the adult dinner dance,
newsletter policy, and the volun-
teer luncheon on August 28. 

The Manager’s report included;
remedial work on Middle Lake
outlet pipe was completed, per-
manent closing of Crossing Road
awaiting Township approval, DEP
Dam Safety indicates Lower Lake
dam is in good condition but veg-
etation needs to be cut back, and
Pike County Conservation District
indicates there will not be a 2011
Gypsy Moth program.

August 20, 2010
Special Board Meeting
The meeting was held to discuss

adding a 3-inch cap to East Lake

dam. After going through each
discussion point, the Board took a
vote not to add the cap.

August 28, 2010 
Annual Meeting
President Ritson gave an overview

of accomplishments and future
challenges. Some key achievements
are; The Lot Improvement Program
was revamped, Amnesty Program
was successful, a Code of Ethics was
introduced, road drainage study was
completed, work has begun on
revamping the maintenance yard.
Challenges; more volunteers are
needed for the Board and commit-
tees, delinquent accounts, inade-
quate reserve money.

Bill Owens, BLCA Accountant
advised that the community has a
strong financial position but the
reserve fund needs to be built up
to meet future work.

September 10, 2010
Approved write-offs of over

$130, agreed to close the library
at the clubhouse because of lack
of use and donate the books,
approved specific survey of pool

area and a structural inspection
and evaluation, approved new tree
removal policy, and will return
surplus SBA Loan money.

Manager’s report included;
roadwork currently in progress, a

pickup truck was purchased,
annual dam inspections were con-
ducted, the reports are pending.

October 8, 2010
Received 2 proposals for traffic

study as required by PENNDOT,

approved company for Upper Lake
to locate intake valve, accepted
proposal to replace fence around
maintenance yard, approved pur-
chase of 23 lots in Repository sale
for $25 each.

Board Meeting Minutes

At each Board meeting the
committee chairperson gives a
brief overview of what the com-
mittees have been working on.
More up-to date reports are found
on our website as part of the com-
plete Board Minutes.

August 10, Roads & Main -
tenance; two speed humps being
installed, Community Affairs,
working on newsletter options,
Community safety, committee has
been dormant but meeting is
scheduled, Recreation, attendance

and interest in activities was very
good, By-Laws, completed
changes to Directors in good
standing, meeting attendance, and
code of ethics, Budget & Finance,
working on new budget, Property
Development, committee has
been inactive but the chairperson
hopes to get it going again, Rules
& Regulations; the Board has
asked them to institute a 1st and
2nd reading , Lake Management;
the well water seminar was disap-
pointingly attended, Capital

Projects; preliminary sketch
received for maintenance facility,
the Pool sub-committee has had
four design companies in and is
exploring options.

September 10, Community
Safety; had a meeting with five
members attending, installed
“Drive Safely” signs,
Beautification; planted mums
throughout the community,
Capital Projects; developed RFP
for pool.

October 8, Budget & Finance;
working on the budget, prelimi-
nary to be submitted for
November Board meeting,
Recreation; there will be a
Halloween Party on October 23.

by Carolyn Martin
I love to cook and collect cooking books and magazines. I have

always loved the kitchen. Since we are busy people, I use simple
recipes. Please try them and enjoy the results.

Corn Pudding
1 can creamed corn, 14-¾ oz
2 eggs, slightly beaten
1 can evaporated milk
¼ cup sugar
2 ½ tablespoons flour
1 tablespoon melted butter
Salt and pepper to taste
Combine all ingredients and mix well. Pour into a greased 1-½

quart casserole.
Bake at 350 for 50 minutes to 1 hour, let stand for 10 minutes.

Serves 6.
This a nice company dish, I have never had leftovers.

Cheese Squares
1-cup Parmesan cheese
½ cup mayo
¼ cup chopped green onion, optional
Loaf of party rye bread
Mix ingredients until smooth. Spread on bread slices. Put on a cook-

ie sheet and broil until brown.

Carolyn’s Recipe
Recommendations

Committee Reports

Looking for 
Up-To-Date
Information?

Go to the Web at
www.birchwoodlakes.net

for:
√ Board Minutes
√ Notices
√ Calendar
√ Photos
√ Committee Reports
√ Ads

by Community
Associations Institute

We all can just get along. The
key? Communication. It’s often
the best way to prevent and
resolve conflict before it reaches
the legal system. You don’t have to
be friends or spend time together
to achieve a peaceful coexistence,
but you should try to be a good
neighbor and follow these tips:

Say hello. At the mailbox, while
walking the dog or when you see
a moving van arrive, introduce
yourself. Learn your neighbors’
names and regularly offer a
friendly greeting.

Provide a heads up. If you’re
planning a construction project,
altering your landscaping or host-
ing a big party, contact your
neighbors beforehand.

Do unto others. Treat neigh-
bors as you would like to be treat-
ed. Be considerate about noise
from vehicles, stereos, pets, etc.

Know your differences. Make
an effort to understand each
other. Differences in age, ethnic
background and years in the
neighborhood can lead to differ-
ent expectations or misunder-
standings.

Consider the view. Keep areas
of your property that others can
see presentable.

Appreciate them. If the neigh-

bors do something you like, let
them know. They’ll be pleased you
noticed, and it’ll be easier to talk
later if they do something you
don’t like.

Stay positive. Most people
don’t try to create problems. If a
neighbor does something that
irritates you, don’t assume it was
deliberate.

Talk honestly. Tolerance is
important, but don’t let a real irri-
tation go because it seems unim-
portant or hard to discuss. Let
your neighbors know if some-
thing they do annoys.

Be respectful. Talk directly to
your neighbors if there’s a prob-
lem. Gossiping with others can
damage relationships and create
trouble.

Remain calm. If a neighbor
mentions a problem they have
with you, thank them for the
input. You don’t have to agree or
justify any behavior. Wait for any
anger to subside before respond-
ing.

Listen carefully. When dis-
cussing a problem, try to under-
stand your neighbor’s position
and why he or she feels that way.

Take your time. Take a break to
think about what you and your
neighbor have discussed. Arrange
to finish the conversation at
another time.

Avoiding Conflict with
the Neighbors

Important
Telephone #s

Police, Fire, Ambulance
Emergency 911

Birchwood Lakes Office
828-2111

Birchwood Lakes Public
Safety 828-6009

PA Home
Repair Loan &
Grant Program

USDA Rural Development recog-
nizes the home repair needs of eligi-
ble rural homeowners. A 504 loan to
those income eligible and a 504 Grant
to seniors age 62 and older (or a com-
bination) assist very-low income and
other income eligible rural home-
owners to make vital repairs. For fur-
ther information contact the USDA
Rural Development office in your
area. Rural Development employees
will help you complete an application.
Visit the website to find the officer
serving your county
www.rurdev.usda.gov/pa or email:
rdinfo@pausda.gov for additional
information.
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East Lake Dam Cap
When the BLCA board made its decision not to cap East Lake Dam, it was based on the following two expert opinions.

Recently the Association and a private property
owner have been the victims of criminal mischief
and vandalism. Please help us by reporting any
incidents you may observe immediately to the
Pennsylvania State Police at 570-226-5718, as
well as the Association at 570-828-2111 and 570-
499-8301. Information on any incident should
also be reported utilizing the same telephone
numbers. 

Any of the following may be considered criminal
mischief:

Negligently, recklessly, or intentionally damaging
property of another by fire, explosives, or other dan-

gerous means, 
Tampering with the property of another to endan-

ger a person or property, 
Defacing or damaging property with graffiti, or
Intentionally damaging real or personal property

of another. 
The Association has contacted the State Police and

filed a report. Please help us find the individual(s)
that damaged Association property and deter future
incidents by being alert and promptly reporting any-
thing unusual. Charges can range from a misde-
meanor to a felony depending on the value of the
property that was damaged.

BLCA Curfew
BLCA has a curfew of 10 p.m.

Sunday through Thurs day, and
11 p.m. Friday and Saturday. 
As a courtesy to all members,

please ob serve the curfew hours. 

Criminal Mischief
INTERSTATE GENERAL CONTRACTING

570-685-1231 PA005919

24-hour Emergency Roof Repairs

30, 40, 50 & Lifetime Warranty Roofing Systems
All work performed or supervised by owner — 

no subcontractors used
Free estimates • Fully insured

Satisfying customers for more than 20 years! 
We are a family-owned and operated business.
We give prompt, reliable and quality service.
Visit our website: www.interstategc.com

Roofing • Siding • Decks & More
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New Year’s Resolutions 
for Gardeners
I know, making New Year’s res-

olutions is so weeks ago … but
hey, there’s still time to make
some resolutions that will give
you a healthier garden, help pro-
tect your family and the environ-
ment, and (without having to
make another resolution) proba-
bly help you lose a few pounds
along the way!

Here are 12 resolutions for the
coming year, adapted from a list
developed by Dr. Leonard Perry,
Extension Professor from the
University of Vermont.

1. Start a compost pile for
leaves, plant residues, and kitchen
scraps to be mixed in your soil as
compost or around your plants as
mulch to enrich your garden and
improve plant growth.

2. Use biological controls
whenever feasible for insects and
diseases in the garden, starting
with planting pest-resistant vari-
eties.

3. Apply pesticides (whether
conventional or organic) only as a
last resort and always use them
safely and prudently.

4. Store all garden chemicals
(pesticides, fertilizers, etc.) in
their original containers, out of
reach of children and pets, and
preferably in a locked storage area.

5. Use fertilizers only as indicat-
ed by soil tests, and use organic

forms whenever possible.
6. Mow properly (often, not too

high or low), and set up your
mower to “leave grass clippings
lay” (or compost them) so they
will recycle organic matter and
nutrients back into the soil.

7. Conserve water by mulching,
using efficient watering methods
such as drip irrigation systems,
and selecting drought-resistant
ornamental plants.

8. Develop a landscape plan that
works with the environment, for

example, ground covers on steep
banks to prevent soil erosion and
shade trees on the sunny side of a
home to act as a natural air condi-
tioner. Landscaping also can help
reduce temperature extremes, fil-
ter out air pollutants, and stop
noise.

9. Create natural wildlife habi-
tats by planting trees and shrubs
that provide food or cover or by
leaving brush and undergrowth in
certain areas for birds, rabbits, and
other small animals to use as a

protective haven.

10. Provide food and water for
the birds and continue to feed
them once they have come to
depend on you.

11. Establish and maintain pol-
linator-friendly plantings and use
gardening methods that protect
and nurture both “wild” and

managed pollinators.
12. Encourage others, whenever

possible, to do all they can to help
preserve the environment and our
natural resources.

If you have questions, contact
your local extension office. In Pike
County call our garden help line
at 296-3400 or e-mail
Pikeext@psu.edu.

Notes from the Gardener
by Terry Schettini, Ph.D. - Horticulture Educator, County Extension Director

Penn State Extension in Lackawanna County
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