President’s Message

by Chas Ritson

Winter is upon us. The mainte-
nance crew has been doing a good
job in ensuring that the roads have
been plowed and salted. We are
fortunate that the freezing rain and
ice storms of the past few years
have not materialized so far, and
while there have been some com-
plaints, maintenance has worked
hard and it shows. I'd also like to
compliment the office staff for
their efficient handling of the vot-
ing packet that you received that
gives members the opportunity to
vote on the “no increase” 2010/
2011 Budget and the 2010 Reserve
projects recommended by the
Board

A brief update on Board, Com-
mittees, and Community Man-
ager’s projects:

Members of the Capital Projects
Committee met with the Township
Planning Commission and the
interim Zoning Officer to infor-
mally discuss three outstanding
projects (pool, maintenance build-
ing/ salt shed, and office). All are
considered non-conforming/ pre-
existing structures that can be
increased up to 50% in size with-
out changing their status.

A structural engineering in-
spection has been completed of the
office, the salt shed and mainte-
nance building. Bottom-line results
indicate that the office may be sal-
vageable, depending upon the
overall cost of repairs; the salt shed
must be replaced as soon as this
winter season is over; and the
maintenance building, while sal-
vageable, is not functional other

than as an office/ light storage
facility and will likely not be func-
tional, even if expanded by 50%.

The Board has requested that the
Community Manager immediately
begin a search for engineering and
attorney candidates to develop
plans and to obtain approval from
the Township to enlarge the pool
by approx 15 ft. The required per-
mits, selection of contractors, etc
must be in place by Labor Day so
that construction can be completed
by the next swimming season in
2011.

The Board has approved moving
forward with Lot Improving the
end two lots with the three center
lots at the maintenance yard, so
that we will have a single lot that
gives us more flexibility for place-
ment of a new, larger salt shed and
maintenance building, and the
installation of a septic system. In
addition, preliminary research has
started on the new salt shed (“cov-
erall” type) and a metal/ pole barn
type maintenance facility that
would be used to repair and house
our vehicles. As referenced above,
the replacement of the salt shed is
a priority

The Board has approved a survey
of the 739 entrance behind the old
mailbox area to determine
whether a new office could be
constructed in this area. If found to
be feasible, the Board would then
look into whether the current
office site could be sold and the
money used to pay for the new
building; if not feasible, cost esti-
mates to repair the existing office

IRCHWOOD

Birchwood Lakes Community Association, Inc.

212 Aspen Road, Dingmans Ferry, PA 18328
(570) 828-2111 « www.birchwoodlakes.net

WINTER 2010

would be pursued, as well as pro-
posals to construct a new stick-
built or modular building. Final
plans, as well as approval for Re-
serve money, would be targeted for
2011.

The Board has agreed to move
forward on the Labyrinth design
and the walking path option for
the Upper Birchwood Lake/ Cross-
ing Road spillway plan. A letter has
been sent to PADEP Dam Safety of
our intentions.

The Community Affairs Com-
mittee has been asked to have pro-
posals for new BLCA entrance signs
ready for Board review as soon as
possible, so that these signs can be
installed by late spring for Lancet,
Wisperwood, Church and Silver
Lake entrances.

The Recreation Committee is in
the final stages of determining
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Here comes Santa Claus!

More photos on pages 4 and 5.

which new playground equipment
supplier will be recommended to
the Board for installation at the
pool area.

The road assessment portion of
the Cornerstone Road & Drainage
study has been completed, but the
drainage/ culvert portion has been
delayed till March/April because of
weather conditions. The Roads
Committee will use this study to
determine which
drainage areas will be part of the
2010 program.

The Board has forwarded a draft
of a Code of Conduct & Ethics
Policy to the By-Laws Committee
for review, as well as a request to
develop a Disclosure Statement. If
approved by the Board and subse-
quently by the membership as new
By-Laws requirements, all Di-
rectors will be required to sign
these documents at the beginning
of each new Board term.

The Board has offered $25 per
lot to the County for 11 properties
under the Repository Sale pro-
gram. If approved by the County
and the Township, these lots will
be green-belted and go into com-
mon land.

roads and

Upon completing the 2010/
2011 Budget and 2010 Reserve
Vote for Board and membership
consideration, the Budget & Fi-
nance Committee is developing
plans to implement the Reserve
Study completed in 2009.

A new three year public safety
contract (with 30 day out) was
signed with Vector Security.

Our Amnesty and civil com-
plaint programs are moving ahead.
Delinquent members are urged to
contact the office to discuss possi-
ble payment options.

A monthly and annual member
complaint system has been started
to assist the Community Manager
and the Board in tracking the status
of individual complaints
determining trends/ possible
remedial action.

and

All in all, our volunteers are ex-
pending a lot of energy and cre-
ativity, and that is not the total list
by any means. If you would like to
get involved in any of these proj-
ects and committees that are doing
this very worthwhile work for the
community, please call the office.

Have a safe and healthy winter
season.

Deadline for the Birchwood Lakes

newsletter is March 8.
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2010 Board of Directors

Officers

President: Charles Ritson

Vice President: Louis Freeman

Treasurer:

Secretary: Clare Bennett

Committee Chairs and Co-Chairs
Standing Commiittees:

BLCA Property Development:

Roads Maintenance & Construction:
Rules & Regulations:

Finance, Budget, Contracts:
By-Laws:

Capital Projects:

Voting & Elections:

Appointed Committees:
BLCA Property Beautification:

Community Safety:
Community Affairs:
Recreation:

Lake Management:

Marcella Livingston

Ann Marie Celantano
Charles Ritson
Louis Freeman

Chairperson:
Co-Chair:
Chairperson:
Co-Chair:
Chairperson:
Co-Chair:
Chairperson:
Co-Chair:
Chairperson:
Co-Chair:
Chairperson:
Co-Chair:
Chairperson:
Co-Chair:

John Meola
Carolyn Martin
Carolyn Martin
Charles Ritson
Clare Bennett
Joanne McInerney
Charles Ritson
JoAnn Woods
Clare Bennett
Carolyn Martin

Chairperson:
Co-Chair
Chairperson:
Co-Chair:
Chairperson:
Co-Chair:
Chairperson:
Co-Chair:
Chairperson:
Co-Chair:

Marcella Livingston
JoAnn Woods

Ann Marie Celentano
Kathleen Stirrat
Sheila Salmon

Clare Bennett

Joanne McInerney
Shannon Cancelleri
Charles Ritson

Sheila Salmon

LOST ITEMS

Several 911 signs are at the
maintenance shop. Call the
office if you have lost one.

Lakeview Lot
FOR SALE on
Mulberry Lane-

Has well/septic permit.

Asking $27,000.
Call Charlie at
(973) 725-4378

with any questions.

Tennis Court
Usage

Tennis courts, located
opposite the Clubhouse, are
available for use by mem-
bers in good standing and
their guests. A key to access
the courts may be obtained
at the BLCA Office and
requires a $5 deposit.
Badges should be displayed
when utilizing the facilities.

Notes from the Community Manager

Bettye White Gross, CMCA, AMS

We have all heard and maybe
even used the expression “time
flies.” Twenty years have flown by
Sherri the
Birchwood Lakes’” Office Manager,

since Gonzalez,
first began working for the
Association. Many members of the
community know Sherri and of
the years of service she has pro-
vided. On behalf of the staff, past
and present, that have had the
opportunity to work with her, our
congratulations and many thanks
for the years of service are extend-
ed to her.

With the passage of time, staff
begins their work preparing for
the completion of the 2009/2010
fiscal year and beginning of the
2010/2011 fiscal year. Several
items to keep in mind over the
next few months include remem-
bering to bring your accounts
current to avoid the $50 annual
late fee added to delinquent
accounts on April 1; the amended
Lot Improvement Program impos-
es a $50 surcharge on adjacent
properties not paid in full as of
April 30; and 2010/2011 annual
dues statements will be mailed in
March 2010. If you do not receive
your statement in March, contact
the BLCA Office. The early pay-
ment discount and payment plan
request information is included
with the annual dues statement
mailing and both have time sensi-
tive deadlines. When planning to
make your payments, remember
the BLCA Office cannot except
cash payments over $100 and we
do not accept credit cards.

We are also asking for your help
in updating our member records.
Enclosed with the annual dues
mailing, you will find an Owner
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in danger of being impacted

570-82

Let Delaware Township
Inform you of local
emergencies.

Delaware Township in partnership with Twenty First
Communications has instituted a local notification system
that will be able to send telephone notification to residences
and businesses within Delaware Township impacted by, or

Register your phone numbers with us so we can add you to
our Reverse 911 calling system.

Please contact us at:

by, an emergency or disaster.

8-2347

Permits

BLCA Rules and Regulations
(Section 98-50-19), in accor-
dance with the Association’s
Covenants and Restrictions,
require members to obtain a
BLCA permit prior to moving
to, constructing, or erecting any
structure or building within the
community. There is no fee for
Addi-

tionally, permits are needed for

obtaining the permit.

septic repairs and tree removals.
For more information, contact
the BLCA Office.
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Information Form. Please com-
plete the form and return it to the
BLCA Office as soon as possible.
This will help us in keeping your
information current. Responding
promptly will also help reduce
your wait time at the office win-
dow when making payments
and/or picking up badges.
During periods of “spring
thaw,” we strongly encourage you
to clean up any untidy items that
may have accumulated during the
winter months or been covered
under snowfall. Public Safety will
be touring the community look-
ing for compliance with the
Association’s rule regarding
untidy properties and abandoned
vehicles. Being proactive by main-
taining your property in a neat
condition, obtaining a “vehicle
storage permit” if applicable and

removing abandoned vehicles can
eliminate the issuance of citations
for untidy property or abandoned
vehicles observed during these
community inspections.

If you have your septic system
inspected or pumped out during
2010, please provide a copy of the
receipt to the BLCA Office. This
will help us with the implementa-
tion of the newly adopted septic
tank maintenance rule and elimi-
nate unnecessary paperwork for
both you and the office staff.

I hope your winter has been
gentle and 2010 has been kind on
you and your family. Make an
effort to attend at least one com-
munity function this year, vote
each time your community asks
you to and stay informed on the
Association activities. It’s your
community. Be a part of it.

We Need Your Help!

Please help us help you. Many residents in Birchwood Lakes
Community still do not have “911” street signs on their house or in
front of their property. When a call comes in requesting emergency
assistance (ambulance, fire, police), it is difficult for the Association to
offer assistance in leading the emergency volunteers to your home if it
isn’t clearly marked with the 911 address. Make sure your sign is visi-
ble from the road. If you need information on your 911 address, con-
tact the BLCA Office at 570-828-2111. While we hope that you will
never require emergency services, take a moment to help yourself and

your loved ones just in case.

BIRCHWOOD LAKES COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION, INC.
2010 SCHEDULE OF OPEN BOARD MEETINGS
Open Board Meetings are held at the BLCA Clubhouse

Friday, February 12 @ 7 p.m.;

Snowdate —Tuesday, February 16 @ 7 p.m.

Saturday, March 13 @ 9 a.m.
Saturday, April 10 @ 9 a.m.
Friday, May 14 @ 7 p.m.
Friday, June 11 @ 7 p.m.
Saturday, July 10 @ 9 a.m.
Tuesday, August 10 @ 7 p.m.

Annual Meeting: Saturday, August 21 @ 9 a.m.
Notes: Snowdates have been added to the calendar, all being Tuesday

nights at 7 p.m.

August Open Board Meeting will be on a Tuesday night at 7 p.m.

Residential Garbage Removal

Weekly Pick-up at affordable rates.
{pay par bag option lor thosa who

don’t nesd weskly sarvice)

Price plans availabls to
maal your we neads.
(exxample | bag. 2 bag. 3 bags)

(570) 828-6709

i e T oy e e, R g i g

Clean soarvices also

| to accopt large bulk items, wx. Iridges, couches sic.)

Looking for information on Birchwood Lakes?
Don’t forget to check out the Association’s
website at www.birchwoodlakes.net.



WINTER 2010

BIRCHWOOD LAKES

PAGE 3

Board of Directors

Adapted from Community Association Institute

From time to time you may
hear that the board of the associa-
tion operates in a fiduciary capac-
ity for the property owners. Or
you may read about the board’s
fiduciary responsibility in the
governing documents. Just exactly
what does this mean?

Fiduciary duty simply means
the board has an ethical and legal
obligation to make decisions in
the best interests of the entire
association. That’s a small explana-
tion for a very big responsibility.

Fiduciary duty includes a duty
of loyalty to the association,
which means that board members
should never use their position to

take advantage of the association.
They should never make decisions
for the association that benefit
themselves at the expense of the
association and its members.

Fiduciary duty also includes the
duty to exercise ordinary care.
This means board members must
perform their duties in good faith
and in a manner they believe to be
in the best interest of the associa-
tion, with such care as an ordi-
nary prudent person in a similar
position under similar circum-
stances would use.

In short, boards must act in the
best interests of the association
and act reasonably.

PUBLIC SAFETY REPORT

October 2009

November 2009
Abandoned Vehicle
Animal Noise

Careless Driving

Clear Cutting

Common Area Restriction
Dumping

Excessive Vehicle Noise
Failure to Report Accident
Fireworks

Harassing Public Safety
Parking

Renters Public Insurance
Resale Certificates
Speeding

Stop and Traffic Control Signs
Trespassing

Untidy Property

Wrong Direction of Road

October 2009
November 2009

October 2009
November 2009

Citations
22
1
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Radar

13.25 Hours
10 Hours
Patrol Miles
1994 miles
1720 miles

Community Notes

All property owners are hereby put on notice that the Association has
a right of way on each roadway. Any personal property placed in the
Association’s right of way is not the Association’s responsibility and the
Association will not be held responsible for any damages incurred to
said personal property. All property owners are to refrain from placing
personal property within the Association’s right of way. The Association
does not permit encroachment of any Association property, which
includes roads or right of ways, common area or any other location,
which is BLCA property.

WATER SYSTEMS

Peaber Traadment lbr your home
Rasidential and Commensyl Siaiams
Stafe kogresed Water Facdy Opevalor

Welster Lina Repasrs
Goulds Wal Pump Dealer

P0 Bax 478 = Pocong Lake, PA 18347

Water Canditioning & Purilication -
Well pump service ,
(570) 643-5060
(570) 646-6101 (fax) .

Members of our community
association board have a big
responsibility, and they have the
legal authority to carry out their
roles. Where do they get this
authority?

First, most states have statutes—
such as a condominium act or
homeowner association act—that
legally empower elected volunteer
community association boards to
act on behalf of all owners collec-
tively. Also, our association is sub-
ject to the state’s nonprofit corpo-
ration code, which confers on the
board the authority to act on the
corporation’s behalf.

Second, the association’s gov-
erning documents—such as the
declaration; bylaws; and cove-
nants, conditions and restric-
tions—which are recognized by
the state as binding documents,
bestow legal authority on the
board and define the scope of that
authority.

Being a board member can be
frustrating at times, but it may
also be one of the most rewarding
ways you'll find to volunteer your
time. If you're interested in run-
ning for the board or would like
more details about board’s
responsibilities, please contact the
BLCA Office.

Amnesty
Program Vote

A special meeting was held on
September 5, 2009 to announce
the
Amnesty Program and By-Laws

the results of votes on
Lot Improvement Program.
There were a total of 220 votes,
193 with valid signatures.
Amnesty Program: 164 Yes, 27
No, 2 Void
Lot Improvement Program By-
Law Change: 166 Yes, 25 No, 2
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FURNITURE

Void

Bring the Outdoors Inside

BEAUTIFUL LAKE WALLENPAUPACK
Route 6 - 570-226-9726

HISTORIC DOWNTOWN HONESDALE
Church & 6th Sts. * 570-253-1860
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Are Our Rules Reasonable?

Adapted from Community Association Institute

The association has a number of rules and regulations that we ask you
to observe so we can all maintain our property values and quality of life.
In developing and enforcing rules, the Association makes every effort to
enforce rules uniformly, taking into account the consequences. All our
rules are based on proper authority—either our governing documents
or state or local law.

We don'’t make rules to limit your activities. We're trying to ensure
that each resident can enjoy the community free from the disruptive or
harmful behavior of others. If you have any questions regarding the
rules and regulations, contact the BLCA Office. If you are a new mem-
ber or a long-time resident, contact the BLCA Office to obtain a set of
the rules and regulations if needed. We would rather assist you in
understanding and complying with the Association’s rules before a cita-
tion is issued for a violation.

The Board of Directors recently adopted a new septic tank mainte-
nance rule requiring every homeowner to have their septic system
inspected or pumped out every five years. If you have not yet reviewed
this rule, contact the BLCA Office for a copy or the rule may be viewed
on the Association website at www.birchwoodlakes.net.

Maintenance Report

Littering is terrible and doing it in the culverts, swales and ditches
is even worse. It could be dangerous, Clogged culverts mean wash outs
and flooding your driveway, roads and homes are at risk of damage.

We remove everything from cups and pizza boxes to bikes, skate-
boards and even recently a TV and microwave.

Please help us by not letting anything wind up in the culverts and
ditches and reporting anyone or anything being dumped into them to
the office.

Thank you so much.
BLCA Maintenance
Jim Silverman

READ THE CLASSIFIEDS AT
WWW.BIRCHWOODLAKES.NET

Septic Tank Cleaning

Toll Free (888) 345-6688 Local 253-3660

Have you had your Septic Tank
cleaned Lately?

Don't wait for problems to
overwhelm you.

Call Koberlein Tuday!

Septic Pampa - Alarm Repair Service

High Pressure Line Jettang o) 3 2
Sepeic Tank Cleaning
Draisfield Cleansng
Sewer Rooter Service

-
&

Full Service Septic Company

[ N

KOBERLE

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS PUBLICATION,
CALL SETH AT JOURNAL NEWSPAPERS
570-443-9131, XT. 302
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SANTA’S BREAKFAST ACTIVITY - DECEMBER 14

Photographs by Nancy Halliday

1. Lining up for Santa.
2. Brothers

3. Gifts

4. Santas in Pink

5. Sitting on Santa
6. What’s he saying?
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SANTA’S BREAKFAST ACTIVITY - DECEMBER 14

Photographs by Nancy Halliday

1. Speaking to Santa
2. Santa’s helpers.
3. Chief Cook

4. Time for art!

5. Enjoying breakfast.

6. Little Santa

W Aguarius
I|I ﬂ?lr.l!?l.ﬂg 'E:_ - ff-rrllf [TATER ]
Emargoncy Sorvice
Wall & Sewage Pumps
Haating Systoms Additions

Water Hoators e mﬂﬂﬂling

Modular Homeas |

Plumbing &
Electrical Servicas
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Board Meeting Minutes

September 2009

This is an abbreviated record of the
minutes. A more complete copy may
be obtained in the BLCA office.

e Actions taken by the Board
Between the August and September
meetings by polling all members

* Approved new Board meeting
schedule for 2009/10, judges for
election to take place on August 14,
2009, voting extension deadline,
additional hours for public safety,
selected contractor to do lake outlet
pipe replacement.

* Motions approved at the meeting:

» Agreed to purchase 2 gates for
closure of Walnut Street, and 2 “no
outlet signs,” approved alarm system
for the office, approved 2 tree removal
requests, and 1 extension, denied a
request to purchase lots inerd lot
improvement program because the
lots in in common land by deed, ap-
proved a request to view corporate
documents, approved hiring a struc-
tural engineer to complete in-
spections of office and maintenance
facilities.

r------------------------1

1 &  Carolyn’s Recipe |
B

r Recommendations!
|

| by Carolyn Martin
I 1love to cook and collect cooking books and magazines. I have always lovedll

Bthe kitchen. Since we are busy people, I use simple recipes. Please try themll

land enjoy the results.
A Different Macaroni & Cheese

While hot add the following
Y4 1b. shredded swiss cheese
4 tbls butter

"2 pint sour cream

Cool and serve.

but at room temperature.
Poor Man’s Pierogi’s
1 package lasagna
1 onion, finely chopped

Salt, pepper, and butter taste
Preheat over to 350.

Chop onion and saute in butter

foil and bake for 20 minutes.

Boil 1 Ib. Linguini as directed. Drain

This is good because it can be made ahead. Does not need to be served hot,

6 to 7 potatoes to make 3 cups of mashed

Cook lasagna per package directions
Cook and mash potatoes to your taste.

Use a 9 X 13 greased baking pan. Layer noodles, 1 cup mashed potatoes and

1/3 of onion. Continue for 3 layers, ending with noodles on top. Cover withl

Simple, cheap and very yummy. This is good for a buffet. JI

Place Your Free Classified Ads on the Birchwood website.

www.Birchwoodlakes.net

Volunteer Wanted to Maintain our Website.

AVAILABLE IN
THE OFFICE

BLCA T-Shirts — For Sale

Children’s Sizes S, M & L
(Beige & Navy Blue)

Adult’s Sizes

SSM&L

(Beige, Light Blue & Navy Blue)
XL

XXL

BCLA Tote Bags

WRE

$11

$11
$13
$15
$5

Thieves in the Waste Basket

Adapted from Community
Association Institute

Most—but not all—identity theft now
occurs electronically. But your identity can
still be easily scored by thieves who make
use of what you toss in trash, too.

Trash cans can be gold mines of per-
sonal information for enterprising dump-
ster divers. That is, unless you shred doc-
uments that contain identifying informa-
tion—charge receipts, credit applications,
insurance forms, physician statements,
canceled checks and bank statements and
even expired charge cards.

Beware also of those bothersome cred-

opened into the trash—
particularly  the  pre-
approved variety. Clever
scammers complete these
blank applications, obtain a
credit card in your name,
charge it to the limit and
close the account before
you receive the first billing
statement. To protect your-
self, all you have to do is
tear the unopened enve-
lope in half once or twice
before tossing it in the
waste basket.

it offers you get in the mail and toss un-

Better yet, you can eliminate these pre-

Assisted Liviug
[ BN B B
Skilled Nursing
LI B
Memory Care N
LB i
Rehabilitation
Services
" 8 & @
In the Heart of Historic
Milford, PA. Convenient
to NY & NJ, wear [-84.
404 East Harford St.
Milford, PA 18337 |
570.409.9191 .
8774916100 (coll free) |
mhf&l"ﬂ'-m

Beautiful Accommodations

Three Delicious Meals Daily

. Housckeeping & Laundry Services
Fun Activities with New Friends

Call for a Tour Today!

* Serving the Senior Community in the Tri-State Area since 2001 =

'SUPPLEMENT YOUR

" HEAT SUURCE
PT050%
& SAVE “EATIH&BIIE

Quartz Injrared

Flygotlng Lyas51s

=

« Heats Multiple Rooms
+3Year Extended Factory Direct
« Full Function Remote Control Warranty
« Safe for Children & Pets + Digital Thermostat
+ Doesn’t Remove Oxygen or “No more guessing the tempera-
Humidity from the Air ture, like you have to with other
« Reduces Energy Usage by brands”
35% t0 50% + Cannot Start Fires

* Portable 110V
+ Superior Design & Quality

$379!

Wood finish units
as low as $439.

W iy Best Engineered Infrared
-l‘... = Heater on the Market.
'-—,'.hh 3 Not the cheapest-the best!

4 Quartz Infrared emitters.

Local Sales Team, Local Service.
Order by phone at 800-822-5334, ext. 307

Pocono Infrared

NCHES
AUTO REPAIR

24 HOUR TOWING £ RECOVERY SERVICE

Experience the Lifestyle.

screened credit offers from your mailbox
by calling 1-888-5-OPT-OUT (1-888-
567-8688) to opt out. You'll be asked to
provide your Social Se-
curity number so the con-
sumer reporting compa-
nies can match you with
your file.

Also, deposit your out-
going mail containing
personally  identifying
information in post office
collection boxes or at your
local post office, rather
than in an unsecured
mailbox. Promptly re-
move mail from your
mailbox. If you're plan-
ning to be away from home and can't pick
up your mail, contact the US. Postal
Service at 1-800-275-8777 or online at
WwWw.usps. gov to request a vacation hold.
The Postal Service will hold your mail at
your local post office until you can pick it
up or are home to receive it.

The Federal Trade Commission has
more information on identity theft and
prevention tips at www.ftc.gov/bcp/
edu/microsites/idtheft/.

BLCA Curfew

BLCA has a curfew of 10 p.m.
Sunday through Thursday and 11
p-m. Friday and Saturday.

As a courtesy to all members,
please observe the curfew hours.

LAKEFRONT LOT
FOR SALE

East Lakeview Drive,
Route 739. Close by.
Asking $41,000.
Call Katherine.
(516) 305-4467.

L] -

—onuir Dexty Shop since . IS —

A family ren business
speciatizing in High Ouality
and Affordable
Collision Bocy Work,
Restorations and
Detailing of Vehicles.

BB

Route 739
Dingmans Ferry, PA 18328

(570) BZR-9390 PA INSPECTIONS
FOREIGN & DOMESTIC AUTO REPAIR

ERIC FALKENBUR: RE2 BOX 241A
OWNER DINGMANS FERRY, FA 18329

570-828-2100
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Notes from the Gardener

by Sheila Salmon, Penn State Master Gardener Volunteer

ABC’s for New Gardeners

Do you want to start a garden proj-
ect this spring? Now is the time to
start planning for it. This article will
describe the steps that are necessary to
create a successful garden.

A. FIRST STEP

Decide what your goal is. Think
about how much time you have to

Do wour homa hove mold?
Famiky mot hh;-f.rn._j wall?

Call Us We Can Help!

drew
Envirklceen

= Cartilind iaid Bamadisiion fpacialicie

= Sate Coil EMeitive Rales

= Fully Inuured PO rEawE
= Attics
» Basemanis
» Crawl Spaces
= Genaral
Construction

“Improving Lives

One Breath At A Time.”

Pz 570-347-T580 oF

Tl Frova BO0-347F - FE
woarw moldapecialial.nel

work on a garden, who you have to
help, how much you want to spend
and your physical condition. You may
want to start with a very small goal.
When it is successful you can enlarge
your project. If you are too ambitious
you may not be able to everything
you want, but if you start small, you
can always enlarge next season. The
list below may give you some ideas.

Garden Projects

* Brighten up an area around your
house. Colorful blooms make a pretty
picture that brings enjoyment to you
and your visitors.

e Create an edible garden. With
today’s emphasis on healthful, local
food, freshly picked herbs or vegeta-
bles fit the bill.

* If your house faces a lake or
stream, create a border that will filter
out chemicals and other impurities
from entering the water.

e Attract birds and butterflies to
your home, without using bird feed-
ers that also attract the bears.

* Eliminate the work and expense
of keeping a lawn and have a display

of ground covers, shrubs, and plants,
instead.

* Plant for fragrance. Many plants
have sweet smelling blooms that de-
light the senses.

* Go native. Add native plants to
your garden. They take less care, water
and fertilizer after they are established
and they are a source of food and
shelter for many species of beneficial
insects, birds, and butterflies.

* Hanging plants, or plants in pots
for easy, attractive accents.

B. SECOND STEP

Pick a location. Gardens can be on
decks, in the ground, in planters, or in
raised beds. Gardening in our area,
where deer are ever present is a chal-
lenge and unless you plan to fence an
area or plant a small variety of deer
resistant plants, you are likely to be
disappointed by their behavior. An
inexpensive fence made of stakes and
deer netting can be a satisfactory way
of protecting a garden area in the
ground or in raised beds.

Gardening on a deck requires
planters of various sizes and/or hooks
for hanging plants and is less likely to
be destroyed by deer. An important
factor in selecting a location is that it
is of a size that you can handle with
the help (or lack of help) that is avail-

Important Telephone Numbers

Police, Fire, Ambulance Emergency 911
Birchwood Lakes Office 828-2111
Birchwood Lakes Public Safety 828-6009
Vector Security Dispatch 1-800-222-6565, press option 1
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C. THIRD STEP

Research. The secret of successful
gardening is planting the right plant
in the right place. Plants need certain
ingredients to thrive: light, moisture,
and soil. All plants do not need the
same amount of these ingredients.
Some like full sunlight, some like
shade, some need partial sun. Some
plants needs lots of water, others need
less. Some plants need rich soil; others
do well in poor soil. The trick is to
know which plants need what. That’s
what research will tell you.

Determine what your planting con-
ditions are. Is your project area in the
sun, shade, or a combination? If
you're planting in the ground, is the
ground generally moist or dry. You'll
need a soil analysis to determine if

your soil needs additional nutrients
for the plants you want to grow. You
can get an inexpensive soil testing kit
from the Pike County Cooperative
Extension in Milford with in-
structions on how to take a soil sam-
ple when the ground has thawed.
Contact them at http://.pikeexten-
sion.psu.edu or call at 570-296-3400
for information. The Extension Office
will also have a wealth of information
on gardening and also has a garden-
ing hotline during the spring, sum-
mer and fall months for questions.

After you have completed these
ABC’s you are well on your way to
planning a successful garden project.
In the next issue, I will discuss plant-
ing, maintenance of the plants and
suggest some plants that grow well in
our area.

Member’s address changes

If you were issued a new 911 mailing address and have not yet notified the office in
writing, we ask you please do so. This will allow you to receive your mail from the
Birchwood Lakes Office and to prevent any problems that may develop in the next few

months.

lease change my address to

CHANGE OF MAILING ADDRESS FORM

have an address change.

Lot(s)

Section Date:

Block

No phone changes will be accepted. You can either mail the form, hand i

# deliver it to the BLCA Office or drop it off in the mailbox by the BLCA Office i
:front door. The Office will not change your address without written notifica- :
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Pride of Ownership means you can depend on the true real

205 E. Harford St.
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We provide the personalized service and professional
dedication you need to ensure your real estate success
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570-828-2306

800-634-5964

1506 Route 739
Dingmans Ferry PA 18328

Serving Milford
Dingmans Ferry
and Pike County
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Sold for the Moultons Sold for Steinbergs Sold for the Tashliks

Sold for Chase Bank Sold for Gina Mann Sold for Giovanni & Sons
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Stan Tashlik
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