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2009 Board of Directors

Officers

President: Charles Ritson
Louis Freeman
Carolyn Martin

Clare Bennett

Vice President:
Treasurer:
Secretary:

Committee Chairs and Co-Chairs
Standing Committees:

BLCA Property Development: Chairperson: Ann Marie Celantano
Co-Chair: Charles Ritson
Roads Maintenance & Construction: ~ Chairperson: Louis Freeman
Co-Chair: Robert Nilsen
Rules & Regulations: Chairperson: John Meola
Co-Chair: Carolyn Martin
Finance, Budget, Contracts: Chairperson: Carolyn Martin
Co-Chair: Charles Ritson
By-Laws: Chairperson: Clare Bennett
Co-Chair: Joanne McInerney
Capital Projects: Chairperson: Charles Ritson
Co-Chair: John Meola
Voting & Elections: Chairperson: Clare Bennett
Co-Chair: Carolyn Martin
Appointed Committees:
BLCA Property Beautification: Chairperson:
Co-Chair
Community Safety: Chairperson: Ann Marie Celentano
Co-Chair: Kathleen Stirrat
Community Affairs: Chairperson: Sheila Salmon
Co-Chair: Clare Bennett
Recreation: Chairperson: Joanne McInerney
Co-Chair: Eileen Naturale
Lake Management: Chairperson: Charles Ritson
Co-Chair: Sheila Salmon

Let Delaware Township
Inform you of local
emergencies.

Delaware Township in partnership with Twenty First
Communications has instituted a local notification system
that will be able to send telephone notification to residences
and businesses within Delaware Township impacted by, or
in danger of being impacted by, an emergency or disaster.
Register your phone numbers with us so we can add you to
our Reverse 911 calling system.

Please contact us at:

570-828-2347

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS
PUBLICATION, CALL SETH AT
JOURNAL NEWSPAPERS
570-443-9131, XT. 302

Notes from the Community Manager

Bettye White Gross, CMCA, AMS

With the changing of the sea-
sons, the activities of the As-
sociation have not slowed down
but merely changed focus. Re-
creational activities at the club-
house, pool and beaches wind
down only to be replaced by cul-
vert and lake outlet replacements,
children returning to school, elec-
tion of new Board officers, prepa-
rations for the upcoming winter
season, committee meetings,
budget preparations and other
seasonal activities.

The Annual Membership Meet-
ing provided members a chance
to hear the auditor’s report, pro-
vide comments to the Board and
ask questions. Unfortunately,
turnout was minimal. The mem-
bership vote on a proposed
amnesty program and changes to
By-Laws regarding the Lot Im-
provement Program had to be
extended due to poor voter
response. Please help the Board
and staff in their efforts by partic-
ipating in your community. We
need your help! Depending on
your interests and time, there are
ways you can participate and be
an active part of the community
from volunteering to help with a
particular project, joining a com-
mittee, attending a community

function or Board meeting or
even running for the Board in the
future. Call the office or speak
with a Board member if you wish
to get involved at any level. We
will be happy to speak with you
and suggest options based upon
your time and interests and the
Association’s needs.
Congratulations to the recently
seated Board and its officers. The
Board elected its officers after the
Annual Membership Meeting and
they are “Chas” Ritson, President,
Louie Freeman, Vice-President,
Carol Martin, Treasurer and Clare
Bennett, Secretary. These individu-
als volunteer their time and efforts
to serve on the Board, as well as
chair or co-chair committees.
Please remind the members of
your household what to do in an
emergency. Members should
always contact 911 in a true emer-
gency. It is critical that your 911
address sign be visible to assist
emergency personnel in locating
your home quickly. If you do not
have a 911 sign, contact the BLCA
Office for information on how to
obtain a sign. For non-emergency
calls, Public Safety may be reached
by calling 828-6009. This number
reaches the gatehouse and if
Public Safety is not at the location,

BIRCHWOOD LAKES COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION, INC.
2009-2010 SCHEDULE OF OPEN BOARD MEETINGS
Open Board Meetings are held at the BLCA Clubhouse

Friday, October 9 @ 7 p.m.
Friday, November 13 @ 7 p.m.
Saturday, December 12 @ 9 a.m.;

Snowdate —Tuesday, December 15 @ 7 p.m.

Friday, January 8,2010 @ 7 p.m.;

Snowdate —Tuesday, January 12,2010 @ 7 p.m.

Friday, February 12,2010 @ 7 p.m.;

Snowdate —Tuesday, February 16,2010 @ 7 p.m.

Saturday, March 13,2010 @ 9 a.m.
Saturday, April 10,2010 @ 9 a.m.
Friday, May 14, 2010 @ 7 p.m.
Friday, June 11,2010 @ 7 p.m.
Saturday, July 10,2010 @ 9 a.m.
Tuesday, August 10,2010 @ 7 p.m.

Annual Meeting: Saturday, August 21,2010 @ 9 a.m.

Notes: Friday night meetings will now be held at 7 p.m. instead of 7:30
p-m. Saturday morning meetings will now be held at 9 a.m. instead of 9:30
a.m. Snowdates have been added to the calendar, all being Tuesday nights at
7 p-m. August Open Board Meeting will be on a Tuesday night at 7 p.m.

you can leave a message on the
answering machine. Please leave
the date/time, your name and
address and the reason you are
calling. Public Safety cannot
respond back if contact informa-
tion is not provided. If you need
further assistance, contact Vector
Security at 800-222-6565 option
1 or contact the officer (if on
duty) at 570-689-4722. Please
note that Birchwood Lakes does
not provide 24-hour coverage and
you may also contact the BLCA
Office at 570-828-2111 during
normal business hours.

The BLCA Office has now
switched back to winter hours of
operation. The Office is open
Monday through Friday 8 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. and the first Saturday of
the month from 8 am. until
noon.

The fourth year SBA Assessment
billing is being prepared in Sep-
tember and will be due in
October. Please watch your mail
for this invoice, as well as other
material scheduled to be included
with this mailing.

Currently the Association is
involved in the drawdown of two
lakes, Middle Birchwood Lake and
Upper Birchwood Lake. Middle
Birchwood Lake is being drawn
down two feet with the replace-
ment of the lake outlet pipe in
September. This drawdown is of a
temporary nature. The Association
had received permission to raise
Upper Birchwood Lake for the
summer season only and it is now
being drawn down as a result. We
anticipate requesting permission
again to raise the lake next sum-
Imer.

Don’t forget to visit the As-
sociation’s website, www.birch-
woodlakes.net to keep abreast of
community news and activities.
We look forward to seeing you
this fall and winter!

Having unity in the community
has never been more important
than in times like these. Thank-
fully, as neighbors, we have one
another. Don’t get angry -get
helpful.
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Winter Roads

Before we know it winter will
be here. Start now to plan for the
season and be prepared. Birch-
wood Lakes would like to offer
the following tips and informa-
tion for your safety and conven-
ience:

Don’t drive unnecessarily in a
storm, especially during severe
snowstorms and freezing rain.

Remember to keep the roads
and right of way clear of vehicles
Our
maintenance employees cannot

and other encumbrances.

plow roads that are blocked by
cars. Vehicles blocking BLCA roads
will be towed. Any landscaping
items within the BLCA right of
way may unintentionally be dam-

aged by plowing efforts. BLCA
will not be responsible for dam-
age to items within the right-of-
way. Please familiarize yourself
with the locations of parking areas
within BLCA should you need to
pull over while obtaining assis-
tance.

Be sure your car is properly
equipped for winter driving with
snow or all-season tires and prop-
erly functioning windshield
wiper blades.

Remind your children to play
away from the roads for their own
safety.

There is no practical way for
maintenance to avoid dropping
snow in your driveway when they

Suggestions that could prevent

attracting bears to a property:

are plowing. You can minimize
this frustrating event by trying to
avoid cleaning out your driveway
until the road has been plowed.
When plowing or shoveling your
driveway, do not place snow in
the roadway or block drainage
swales or culverts.

Be prepared for winter driving
by carrying a blanket and emer-
gency supplies in your vehicle.

Play it smart. Do not feed wildlife. Food placed outside for wildlife,
such as corn for squirrels, may attract bears. Even bird feeders can
become “bear magnets.”

Keep it clean. Don’t put out garbage until pick-up day; don’t throw
table scraps out back; don’t add fruit or vegetable wastes to your com-
post pile; and clean your barbecue grill regularly. If you have pets and
feed them outdoors, consider placing food dishes inside overnight.
Encourage your neighbors to do the same.

Keep your distance. If a bear shows up in your backyard, stay calm.
Shout at it like you would to chase an unwanted dog. Don't approach
it. If the bear won't leave, call the nearest Game Commission region-
al office or local police department for assistance.

Eliminate temptation. Bears that visit your area are often drawn
there. Neighbors need to work together to reduce an area’s appeal to
bears. Ask area businesses to keep dumpsters closed and bear-proofed
(chained or locked shut with a metal lid).

Check please! If your dog is barking, or cat is clawing at the door
to get in, try to determine what has alarmed your pet. But do it cau-
tiously, using outside lights to full advantage and from a safe position,
such as a porch or an upstairs window. All unrecognizable outside
noises and disturbances should be checked, but don’t do it on foot
with a flashlight. Black bears blend in too well with nighttime sur-
roundings providing the chance for a close encounter.

Pennsylvania Game Commission

Residential Garbage Removal

Weekly Pick-up at affordable rates.
{pay per bag option lor those who
don’t nesd weeakly servics)

Price plans available lo

mest your we neads,
(example | bag. 2 bag. 3 bags)

(570) 828-6709

T

S S

services also wiith Mexible scheduling
o accept large bulk items, ex. Iridges, couches slic.)

I

Tennis Court
Usage

Tennis courts, located oppo-
site the Clubhouse, are available
for use by members in good
standing and their guests. A key
to access the courts may be
obtained at the BLCA Office and
requires a $5 deposit. Badges
should be displayed when uti-
lizing the facilities.

LAKEFRONT LOT
FOR SALE

East Lakeview Drive,
Route 739. Close by.

Asking $41,000.
Call Katherine.
(516) 305-4467.

Consumer
COMPLAINTS

1. Debt Collection X
2. Auto Sales N
3. Home Repair/

Construction
4. Credit Cards
5. Internet Goods
& Services
6. Lending/
Mortgages \
7. Telemarketing
8. Auto Repair
9. Auto Warranties
10. Telecom/Slamming/
Cramming

Source: www.naag.org

© 2009 by King Features Syndicate, Inc.
World rights reserved.

Letters to the Editor

To the Editor, This way I can try your
To all the cooks and bakers in  favorites.
Birchwood. Thank You,

Please feel free to share your
recipes. Just leave them in the
office and ask they be put in my
box.

Carolyn Martin

GUIDELINES FOR LETTERS

to sender for editing.

Birchwood Lakes Community Association residents are invited to submit Letters to
the Editor for publication in The Birchwood Voice. It is the intent of the Community
Affairs Committee that publication of letters will encourage a civil discussion about
important issues in the community. These are the committee guidelines:

1) All letters must include the member’s name, address and telephone number and
MUST BE RECEIVED BY THE DEADLINE AS NOTED ON THE FRONT PAGE
OF THE LAST ISSUE. Names only will appear in print. Letters may be e-mailed to:
editor.birchwoodlakes.net or dropped off at the office.

2) All letters must be 300 words or less. Longer letters may be edited or returned

3) Letters to the Editor may not be inflammatory, derogatory, obscene, libelous or
discuss issues in terms of individuals in the community.
EDITOR’S NOTES MAY BE ADDED to clarify or correct information.

Septic Tank Cleaning

Toll Free (888) 345-6688 Local 253-3660

Have you had your Septic Tank
cleaned Lately?

Don't wait for problems to
overwhelm you.......

Call Koberlein Today!

Sepitic Pamps - Alarm Repair Service

High Pretsure Line Jestzng
Sepeic Tank Cleaning
Draistheld Cleanang
Sewer Rooter Service

-
= S
KOBERILEILIN

Full Service Septic Company

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS PUBLICATION,
CALL SETH AT JOURNAL NEWSPAPERS
570-443-9131, XT. 302
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Professor Brian Oram from
Wilkes University completed the
third and final phase of our Well
Water Outreach Program on
August 29, when he reviewed the
specific data and problems that
were observed on the well water
samples that were supplied by
participating members. This year’s

Lakes Update

established last year for all of
Birchwood Lakes and will be used
for analyzing trends and hot spots.
Problems found this year involved
high iron or manganese, sulfur
odor, or high coliform counts,
most of which could be rectified
by a simple disinfection of the
system. Although the level of par-

the
Committee

very worthwhile program,
Lake
plans to continue it next year,

Management

including a lower cost option for
members who may only want
basic analyses performed.

Joe Gallagher of Ecological
Solutions was also here on August

29, presenting an overview of the

by Chas Ritson

current condition of each of our
His presentation
included the level and type of
aquatic plants present, the details
of chemical treatments made this

four lakes.

year, and the basic water quality
data found in each lake (nitrogen,
total

phosphorous, dissolved

solids, conductivity). His overall
conclusion was that the lakes are
in good condition given their age,
type (man-made) and depth, but
that we need to keep a close watch
on East BL as it continues to evolve
after initial re-filling two years
ago.

data was added to the database ticipation remains low for this

Community Notes

All property owners are hereby put on notice that the Association
has a right of way on each roadway. Any personal property placed in
the Association’s right of way is not the Association’s responsibility
and the Association will not be held responsible for any damages
incurred to said personal property. All property owners are to refrain
from placing personal property within the Association’s right of way.
The Association does not permit encroachment of any Association
property, which includes roads or right of ways, common area or any
other location, which is BLCA property.

We Need Your Help!

Please help us help you. Many residents in Birchwood Lakes
Community still do not have “911” street signs on their house or in
front of their property. When a call comes in requesting emergency
assistance (ambulance, fire, police), it is difficult for the Association to
offer assistance in leading the emergency volunteers to your home if it
isn’t clearly marked with the 911 address. Make sure your sign is visi-
ble from the road. If you need information on your 911 address, con-
tact the BLCA Office at 570-828-2111. While we hope that you will
never require emergency services, take a moment to help yourself and

your loved ones just in case.

Meet a workout
that really works.

At Curves our 30-minute arcuit works every major miscle group
sov oy can burn up 1o 500 calories, and there's always a traines to
teach arnd motivate. Call for an appointment today,

» Crack open the pod or
dried flower, gently shaking the
seeds into an envelope (remember to

OPEN HOUSE October 16 AND

CoIIecting
October 17, 2009

seeds

e bt AL W R i When plants are  fabel the envelopes before you put seeds
inside.) Seal it closed.
Goodic Eoes spent, and seed N\P
- First 50 Guests! pods are hard, dry P A pack of seeds can 40\. :
Door Prizes 1)
- Refreshments! or have fallen, it5  store for a year ina cool,
time tocollect ~ dry place; if you refrlgerate
them for storage.  them, they can keep for years.

LORDE 'EALL‘E\". Pl. 1841
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Home Sales
in Birchwood

During the months of
June and July 2009, ten
homes were sold within
Birchwood Lakes Com-
munity. Six homes sold for
less than $100,000, one
home sold for between
$100,000 and $150,000,
one home between
$150,000 and $200,000,
and two homes between
$200,000 and $250,000.

Welcome to the follow-
ing members and their
families: Colasurdo, Palma,
Bosch, Zdral,
Bougas/Vonoesen, Keeslar,
Bachelis and Burgos. We

Ennis,

invite you to become an
active part of the communi-

ty.

Lakeview Lot
FOR SALE on
Mulberry Lane-

Has well/septic permit.

Asking $27,000.
Call Charlie at
(973) 725-4378

with any questions.

What’s the size?

4 g’ﬂzdeu

FURNITURE

Reach nozens of

{
_r-r_J_.-'_J__l_-' 8 G L

.-';_.‘

Bnug the Gutdmm [nsuie

BEAUTIFUL LAKE WALLENPAUPACK
Route 6 * 570-226-9726

HISTORIC DOWNTOWN HONESDALE
Church & 6th Sts. * 570-253-1860

-mﬂmu,ﬂ'unﬁ-

- caull St af

{5700 Sd3-E321 x302

ARTS & CRAFTS: Kids making sushi.

VWRENCHES

AUTO REPAIR

24 HOUR TOWING £ RECOVERY SERVICE

(570) §25-9390

PA INSPECTIONS
FOREIGN & DOMESTIC AUTO REFAIR

ERIC FALKENBURI:
OWNER

RR2 BOX Z41A
DINGMANS FERRY, PA 18319
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Notes from the Gardener

Despite the deer and rocky soil,
determined gardeners do have
lovely gardens in Birchwood
Lakes. One gardener keeps his
plants safe from predators by
planting on his deck. Another uses
natural materials and sculpture to
add interest in his landscape. In
August I toured these gardens and
pictured here are a few of the
many photos I took in each of
them. Some are hidden behind
fences and houses. They may be
small or extensive but each one

by Sheila Salmon, Penn State Master Gardener Volunteer

represents a creative use of plants.
The BLCA Beautification Com-
mittee and the Lake Management’s
East Lake Demonstration garden
are two public areas open for all
to enjoy. I know I only viewed a
small sample of Birchwood’s pri-
vate landscapes. I would enjoy
hearing from other gardeners in
the community. Please e-mail me
at rssalmon@rcn.com if you
would like to learn more about

gardening or share your own gar-
den with other enthusiasts.

Beautification Committee planting.

LN =

Beautification Committee planting.

Sheila Salmon
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East Lake Community Garden.

A family run business
specializing in High Cuafity
and Affardable
Collision Bocy Work,
Restorations and

Detaiting of Vehicles. Don Clopp

o TO ADVERTISE IN THIS PUBLICATION,
oute 739

TS CALL SETH AT JOURNAL NEWSPAPERS
it 570-443-9131, XT. 302

Dennis Murphy




PAGE 8

BIRCHWOOD LAKES

AUTUMN 2009

Birchwood Lakes Swim Team Stands Out Among the Rest

by Lisa Mickles
The Birchwood Lakes’
racuda swim team worked their

Bar-

tails off all summer long and had
a lot of fun doing it.

Team coach John and Eileen
Naturale, along with the many
volunteer parents, instructed each
of the 58 swimmers on the funda-
mentals of competitive swim-
ming, such as diving off the
block, two-handed touch, and
development of four different
strokes used in competition swim
meets.

For some kids, it was their first
time swimming much less com-
peting against other community

swim teams but each walked away
with a team spirit that bonds
them to the community forever.

The Naturales have a long histo-
ry with the swim team. Fileen’s
brother James Barry was the orig-
inator of the first community
swim team in Pike County. It all
started back in 1968 when
Birchwood Lakes had two pools,
north and south, and they would
compete against each other. Soon
other communities joined, and
the Pocono Mountain Summer
Swim League was formed which
now consists of nine teams.

The swim team has a goal to
hopefully expand our existing

Swim team thanks
their golf sponsors

The Birchwood Lakes Swim
Team thanks all the businesses and
families that sponsored holes,
doors prizes and the golfers that
made their 2nd annual golf out-
ing such a huge success. We truly
can’t thank you enough. Because
of all of you, we were able to have
another great season. So we now
ask the members of our commu-
nity to please patronize the fol-
lowing businesses for helping the
kids of your community have
such a successful team. Any busi-
ness or family interested in spon-
soring a hole or making a dona-
tion for the 2010 3rd annual golf
outing, please call 828-8202.

2009 Hole Sponsors

The Medicine Shoppe

Moffa’s Home Improvements

Stroyan Funeral Home

SEM Mitchell Agency

Lakeview Plaza Market

Carpentry Unlimited

Freeman Family

Dingmans Ferry Bridge

Penn Text Books

Pike County Motors, Inc.

Chris VonSee Contracting

Delaware Township Board of
Supervisors

Dime Bank

Flair

Barry, Naturale, Saunders, in

Memory of James  Barry
Birchwood Lakes Swim Team
founder 1968

Wrenches

Diamond Homes

Best Buds Home and Yard
Services, LLC

21st Century Restorations &
Sales, Inc.

Castelucci Family in Loving
Memory of Kevin McGinley

S&T Auto Service, Inc.

Drayer Physical Therapy

Traco Embroidery

Staples

Kingsland Contractors

AVAILABLE IN
THE OFFICE

BLCA T-Shirts — For Sale

Children’s Sizes S, M & L
(Beige & Navy Blue)

Adult’s Sizes

SSM&L

(Beige, Light Blue & Navy Blue)
XL

XXL

BCLA Tote Bags

AB Computer Services

Sisters ~ Corner  Deli
Convenience

2009 Door Prize Donations

Birchwood Lakes Swim Team

Side Street Café

Naturale Family

Buckle Family

Velazquez Family

Dingmans Ferry Bridge

Good Time Pizza

Pike Physical Therapy

Waste Management

Pike County Outfitters

Spiritual Journeys

Shawnee Golf Resort

$11

$11
$13
$15

$5

&

pool, which in turn would benefit
the community while also giving
the kids a leg up in the competi-
tion since most of the communi-
ties have Olympic size pools for
practice.

The Barracudas are looking for-
ward to next season and are
already setting up fundraising
events to help pay for swimming
gear for next year’'s team since
joining the swim team is free to
community residents.

“It was our goal to get the kids
in our community together and
give them something worthwhile
to participate in and make them
proud of the community, and in
turn many of the kids become
lifelong friends,” explained John

and Eileen.

They are always looking for
new participants from ages three
to eighteen. Children may join
regardless of their swimming
capabilities. The coaches will work
with all levels of swimmers to
they get the proper
instruction and have FUN.

ensure

Anyone wishing to sign-up or
get more information, please call
828-8202.

TO ADVERTISE IN
THIS PUBLICATION,
CALL SETH AT
JOURNAL
NEWSPAPERS
570-443-9131,
XT. 302

Safe Haven, Inc. of

E00 West Harford Street
Milfard, PA 18337

Pike County

ST0-208-2827
5T0-296-HELP
arf-2vG-7era

-

Counseling

24-Hour Hotline

- .

Advocacy

- "

Domestic Vielence Crisis Intervention
Education, Prevention, and Awareness

Emergency Crisis Intervention Shelter
Cartified Voluntesr Training
Children’s Counsaling Services/Youth

Justice System and Medical Advacacy
Correctional Facility Programming

Women in Transition Support Groups
Substance Abuse and Trauma Support Group
Sexual Abuse Support Groups

Promoting Domestic Peace In Pike County
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IN MY OPINION:

An occasional column for Birchwood Members to voice their concerns

COMMON SENSE AND YOUR PROPERY VALUES

by Dan Capano

PERHAPS the sentiments contained in
the following pages, are not YET sufficient-
ly fashionable to procure them general favor;
a long habit of not thinking a thing
WRONG, gives it a superficial appearance
of being RIGHT, and raises at first a formi-
dable outcry in defense of custom. But the
tumult soon subsides. Time makes more
converts than reason. -Thomas Paine,
Common Sense, 1776

It seems that not much has
changed in over 200 years. I have
been accused of being negative
and for unfairly chastising this
Board. I regret any offense; I am
guilty only of being passionate
and of fighting against what I per-

ceive to be an injustice to the
Members. Aside from the dozen
or so others who share my love
for this Community, the apathy is
stunning. It amazes me how peo-
ple will let others steamroll over
them without a fight. I, for one,
will not simply stand by while my
home and all T have invested in it
are denigrated. I love this place
too much.

Let’s talk frankly. All that we do
here affects property values. It is
that homes in
Birchwood do not command

well  known
good prices. This is because of
perceptions. How many of you
know of the major drug bust that

happened here last April? Or, how
about the squatters in an aban-
doned house up on Tulip Street?
Do you know about all the illegal
dumping? All this contributes to
our diminished reputation. Get
informed, it isn’t pretty.
Everything we do affects our
property values. When we vote
down a dues increase, this says
that Members don’t want im-
provements or better services.
When the fiduciary (your Board)
ignores your vote to favor a spe-
cial interest, it says you don’t mat-
ter. Amenities are deteriorating;
we tried to get the Board to move
on a new office, pool and mainte-

Board Meeting Minutes june 13,2009

This is an abbreviated record of
the minutes. A more complete
copy may be obtained in the BLCA
office.

Actions approved by the Board
between May 8 and June 13 meet-
ing by polling all members.
the
Community Association

* Joining Alliance of

* Establishing the collections/
amnesty program

* Contracted road work

* Actions approved at the meet-
ing:

* Write-offs over $7,000

e Allow food and drink in the
pool area, prohibition on glass
and nonsmoking stands

e Recreation calendar

* Tree removal requests.

* Agreed not to have an election
since there are no Board vacancies

* Deletion of tapes of Executive
Minutes once they are transcribed
and approved, general session
tapes will be held for 2 months,
once transcribed and approved.
Any minutes concerning litigation
will be kept indefinitely.

* Selection of Carolyn Martin as

Free Classified Ads for Birchwood
Members at www. Birchwoodlakes.net
Articles, Letters and Digital Photos
Welcome for Publication in BLCA Voice

Permits

BLCA Rules and Regulations (Section 98-50-19), in accordance
with the Association’s Covenants and Restrictions, require mem-
bers to obtain a BLCA permit prior to moving to, constructing, or
erecting any structure or building within the community. There is
no fee for obtaining the permit. Additionally, permits are needed
for septic repairs and tree removals. For more information, contact

the BLCA Office.

Treasurer

Other discussions included,
possible closure of Walnut Street,
because of illegal dumping, cul-
vert cleanouts, Board priorities,
correspondence regarding loss of
Lot improvement, and request for
deposit on pending sale of prop-
erty.

RAO)LLD
Attention
Homeowners

Deoas wour home hoe mold?
Famiby mot fenl e wall?

Call Us We Can Help!

drew
Envirklceen

= Garlidind Maid RBamadiation Spacialisis
= Jafe Ceul EMeclive Rales

FADE BT

= Basameanis
= Crawl Spaces
= Genearal
Construction

“Improving Lives
One Breath At A Time.”

P S5TD-347-T580 oF
FEAD

Teall Fraris
wiindd imaldapacinliat. net

nance facility and were rebuffed,
repeatedly. It's easier to do it
wrong and cheap than to hire
professionals to do it right. (Am I
getting too negative?)

I do not like it. I have made a
significant investment in time and
money over thirty-seven years of
being a Member. I see no serious
effort to protect our collective
investment. It galls me that Mem-
bers are willing to stand by as
Birchwood deteriorates and prop-
erty continues to lose value. A
measure used by many Asso-
ciations, condos and the Social
Security Administration, is a Cost
of Living adjustment. Based upon
the Consumer Price Index (CPI),
it would amount to about $4 per
month. It was a non-starter in
Committee, in fact it almost came
to fisticuffs.

Well, the facts speak for them-
selves. Amenities cost money.
Roads cost money. A new pool
costs money. The Members need
to realize that the future of this
community is in their hands. And
it is slipping through your fingers
like sand, along with your proper-
ty values. Unless the Members
begin to realize that they need to
step up and participate actively,
we will be become a community
of renters, miscreants and other
undesirables. And your house
won't be worth the effort to sell it.

In the coming recovery, many
people will be buying homes in
this area. Will they buy in
Birchwood? Perhaps, as a rental
investment. We have little to offer
a family, or anyone with a real
choice. I ask, you, is this what you
want? I urge you all to come to
your senses.

Member’s address changes

If you were issued a new 911 mailing address and have not yet notified the office in writing, we ask you please do so. This will
allow you to receive your mail from the Birchwood Lakes Office and to prevent any problems that may develop in the next few

months.

Please change my address to

CHANGE OF MAILING ADDRESS FORM

I, have an address change.

- - 1

Lot(s)

Section Date:

Block

No phone changes will be accepted. You can either mail the form, hand deliver it to :
I the BLCA Office or drop it off in the mailbox by the BLCA Office front door. The Office !
Twill not change your address without written notification. !

BLCA Curfew

BLCA has a curfew of 10 p.m. Sunday through Thursday and 11

p.m. Friday and Saturday.

As a courtesy to all members, please observe the curfew hours.

WATER SYSTEMS

Watar Conditioning & Purification
Well pump service

(570) 643-5060
{570) G46-6101 [fax)
PO Box 478 » Pocang Laks, P4 TEMT

State Scensed Water Faciity Operaior

Weater Ling Repars
Goukds Wall Pump Dealer

Woe
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Using Social Media to Find Jobs

by Linda Tancs
Recently it was reported that
30%
resources like LinkedIn to get

of recruiters are using
more information about prospec-
tive job candidates. LinkedIn cur-
rently has over 42 million mem-
bers in over 200 countries and
territories around the world.
Make the most of this vast net-
work by creating a compelling
profile of your experience and
achievements.

The most significant portion of
your LinkedIn profile is the sum-
mary section. Think of it as the
online equivalent of a traditional
30-second elevator pitch. To that
end, you should hit the high
points of your background, illus-
trating your most prominent
accomplishments. Be to
express what makes you unique.
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Unlike a résumé, your summary
should be an overview of your
background; keep it short and
focused on your target audience.

Following the summary is an
opportunity to list your special-
ties. Here you should define the
areas of expertise under which
you want to be found when
potential employers search for
those skill sets. For example, are
you skilled in operations and gen-
eral management? Do you special-
ize in contracts and procurement?
List your functions and notable
achievements.

After you've completed the
summary section of your profile,
it’s time to consider your work
experience and education. Begin
with your most recent employ-
ment and include at least the
name of your employer, job title

Homes

andd {sardens

and dates of employment. In the
event you were promoted during
your tenure with an employer, call
attention to it by listing your title
in terms of your career progres-
sion, e.g.., “Assistant to Manager.”
In the education section, list all of
your programs of study, and don'’t
neglect any special training or
certification programs relevant to
your career goals. Further, add
value to your experience and edu-
cation section by securing recom-
mendations from those who
know your skills well.

In completing your profile you
may include other information
such as your interests, group
memberships, honors and awards
and websites. Use these additional
sections to include information
not listed elsewhere on your pro-
file to more fully showcase your

talents. You may include com-
ments on your availability, specif-
ic types of projects or opportuni-
ties that interest you, and what
information you'd like to see
included in a request for your
services. Group affiliations are
likewise an effective way to net-
work, particularly those affiliated
with your educational institu-
tions, job functions and industries
or topics of interest. You may wish
to consider forming a group of
your own as well to carve out a
niche in your targeted areas and
make connections. Make sure
those groups that are directly rel-
evant to your career and network-
ing goals are visible on your pro-
file by clicking on the visibility
button.

Finally, don’t forget to include
references to blogs or websites
that you control or that are related
to your business goals. LinkedIn
allows inclusion of up to three

WILKINS &

ASSOCIATES

VACATION & PRIMARY HOMES
SALES * RENTALS

Welcome to the neighborhood..
Stop by and plan on staying a while.
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sites as part of your profile. To
maximize your site’s visibility
with search engines such as
Google, choose a name for the site
other than LinkedIn’s default “My
Website” or “My Blog.” A better
choice would be a word or phrase
that seekers of your credentials
would be likely to type into a
search engine.

Once you've written a profile,
promote it by integrating your
LinkedIn public profile web
address (for example,
http://www.linkedin.com/in/jo
hndoe) into e-mails to increase
your visibility, and be open to
invitations to connect. You never
know where that next great lead
may come from!

Linda Tancs, J.D. is a personal, organizational
and executive coach dealing in career manage-
ment and transition, workplace issues, work/life
balance and entrepreneurial challenges. She has a
specialty practice coaching legal professionals.
Learn more at www.jurismart.com.
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' Carolyn’s Recipe I

Recommendahons'

by Carolyn Martin
I love to cook and collect cooking books and magazines. I have
always loved the kitchen. Since we are busy people, I use simple
recipes. Please try them and enjoy the results.

|

1

|

1

1

1

1

|

1

|

| MAMA’S CRANBERRY RELISH MOLD

I 1 smanl package strawberry or cherry Jell-O

I scant cup of hot water

I 1 can whole cranberry sauce, 16 ounces

: Mix above ingredients and let set. When set add,

I 1 small can crushed pineapple, with juice

| /cup chopped walnuts

| Pour into mold and chill

I My Mom made this all the time and the bowl was always empty
1
1
1
1
|
I
|
1
|
1
|
1
|
1

IMPOSSIBLE TURKEY PIE

2 cups diced turkey

4 ounces sliced mushrooms

2 medium onion, diced

1 cup shredded cheese

1 2 cups milk

% cup Bisquick

3 eggs, slightly beaten

Preheat oven to 400 degrees. Mix all ingredients and put into
casserole dish.

Bake 30-35 minutes

A great way to use leftovers.

CALL US FOR AN
INDIVIDUALIZED Septic Tanks

MAINTENANCE | oici's Cleaned

Sewage Pump Installation & Service

Drainfield Rejuvenation

Septic System Repair

Important Telephone Numbers High Pressure Drainfield Cleaning
Police, Fire, Ambulance Emergency 911 New Septic Systems Installed

Birchwood Lakes Office 828-2111 P T Discounted Rates

Birchwood Lakes Public Safety 828-6009
Vector Security Dispatch 1-800-222-6565, é O

press option 1 ’\ Servicing
Pike, Wayne &
the Tri-State Area

SCHEDULE!

L------------------------J

WWW.BIRCHWOODLAKES.NET

Our new website is up and running. Now ‘=‘
we need people with ideas to keep it up-to-
date and relevant. Please consider volunteer-

| e cons \Y ® |-
ing to help. No meetings are involved! Please Q RV“ o@

e-mail Sheila Salmon @rssalmon @rcn.com.

Credit Cards Accepted

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS PUBLICATION,
CALL SETH AT JOURNAL NEWSPAPERS 570-443-9131, XT. 302
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1506 Route 739
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REAL ESTATE Serving Milford
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DON’T WAIT CALL TODAY
FOR A FREE MARKET ANALYSIS
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