
I always feel a little de-
pressed when the summer
ends, but things are a little
bit different this year. This
year I can add anxious, may-
be a little scared and maybe
even a little bit crazy. Why is
that? Because on August
23rd I was elected by the
2008-2009 Board of
Directors to be its new
President. I might add that I
didn’t have to accept, but I
did, so I guess I’ll get what I
asked for. Seriously, I believe
that being on the Board and
serving as one of it’s offi-
cers, is a huge responsibility,
one that offers unique chal-
lenges and yes, frustrations,
and one that can also bring
great satisfaction by making
Birchwood Lakes a better
place.The 2008-2009 Board
of Directors has shown con-

fidence in me by appointing
me to be its new President
and it is my hope that this
Board can move forward on
a number of both new and
unfinished initiatives. My
plan is relatively simple, but
perhaps not so simple to
achieve. I believe that the
Board and the staff needs to
focus on 3-5 key goals for
the year, and to do every-
thing in our collective
power to make them hap-
pen.

One of these goals is to
complete the transition
from our internal book-
keeping process to one that
uses an outside manage-
ment company. We are
doing this for two reasons.
The first is to make the
process of billing, collec-
tions, etc more efficient and

effective. The second, is to
focus the energy and efforts
of our Community Manager
and staff on moving ahead
and completing critical is-
sues, such as our approved
Reserve projects. Let me be
clear that this transition only
involves our bookkeeping

function, and that even with
this transition, some sup-
port elements of the book-
keeping process will need to
be maintained by our office
staff.

My reason for mentioning
what the nature of the book-
keeping transition will be, is
to hopefully eliminate the
misleading and divisive gos-
sip and rumor that occa-
sionally seems to occur.
When false information is
either purposely or inadver-
tently spread, the morale of

the BLCA staff suffers, as
well as the trust that the
community places in its
Board.

One last thing on book-
keeping. It is the intent of
the Board to achieve an im-
proved dues and fines col-
lection rate. It is neither fair
nor equitable that our dues
paying members continue
to basically subsidize those
who do not pay.The number
of members who are delin-
quent is not insignificant
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2008/2009
Board of Directors

President Charles Ritson
Vice President Louis Freeman
Secretary Eileen Naturale
Treasurer Kathleen Stirrat
Directors Daniel Capano

Ann Marie Celentano
John Meola
Maria Moffa
Robert Nilsen

At the August 23 Organizational Meeting, the Board of Directors
elected the following Committee Heads.

Standing Committees
Finance, Budget, Contracts Kathleen Stirrat, Chairperson

Charles Ritson, Co-Chairperson
Road Maintenance Louis Freeman, Chairperson

Robert Nilsen, Co-Chairperson
BLCA Property Development Charles Ritson, Chairperson

Ann Marie Celentano, Co-
Chairperson
By-Laws Charles Ritson, Chairperson

Kathy Stirrat, Co-Chairperson
Voting & Elections Eileen Naturale, Chairperson

Open,Co-Chairperson
Rules & Regulations Daniel Capano, Chairperson

John Meola, Co-Chairperson
Capital Projects Daniel Capano, Chairperson

John Meola, Co-Chairperson

Appointed Committees
BLCA Property Beautification Robert Nilsen, Chairperson

Open, Co-Chairperson
Community Safety Kathleen Stirrat, Chairperson

Maria Moffa, Co-Chairperson
Recreation Director Eileen Naturale, Chairperson

Robert Nilsen, Co-Chairperson
Lake Management Charles Ritson, Chairperson

Open, Co-Chairperson
Community Affairs Sheila Salmon, Chairperson

Maria Moffa, Co-Chairperson

by Bettye White Gross,
CMCA, AMS

Congratulations to the newly
elected Board members, Eileen
Naturale, Bob Nilsen and John
Meola as well as the newly
appointed Board member, Maria
Moffa. Thank you for stepping
forward to serve your community
and to all of the members that
have signed up to serve on the
various committees supporting
the Board of Directors.

The Board of Directors recently
took action to move forward with
the roadwork approved under the
previous reserve withdrawals
approved by the membership.
Wayco, Inc. has been selected to
perform roadwork on the follow-
ing roads: Church Road from the
gate to Pepperidge, Blueberry
Court from Palm to the dead end,
East Shore Drive from Aspen to
East Lake, Outer Drive from
Juniper to Silver Lake Gate, Pine
Lane from Chestnut to Hemlock,
Beech Road from Gumtree to
Aspen, Elm Court and the seal
coating of Juniper, Balsam, Mako
Terrace, Locust and West Shore
Drive. We anticipate the work to
start in the coming weeks. Please
pay special attention to workers
and equipment that may be in
these areas for their safety and

yours. Additionally, allow a few
extra minutes to reach your desti-
nation when utilizing these roads
or avoid them if possible during
the roadwork and seal coating
efforts.

August was a busy month for
the Association with the election
of the Board, annual meeting and
an informational meeting on the
Upper Lake Dam project. Charles
Givler, PhD, PE at the meeting,
presented three options for the
design of the dam. The Board in
moving forward on this project
with consider membership feed-
back. Please watch for further
information as the Board of
Directors moves forward on this
important project.

The newly elected Board
Officers have been selected: Chas
Ritson, President; Louie Freeman,
Vice President; Kathy Stirrat,
Treasurer and Eileen Naturale,
Secretary. We wish them well in
their efforts. Committee Chairs
were also selected and volunteers
are needed to serve on the com-
mittees. Now is the time to sign
up if you have not yet done so.
Contact the BLCA Office to sign
up or for more information.

The Board has also adopted sev-
eral new rules including noise
disturbance and temporary struc-

tures. Please look for these
changes in the next edition of the
newsletter and contact the BLCA
Office for a complete set of the
Rules and Regulations if you have
not updated your copy recently.

Looking forward, should you
have visitors or family gatherings
this fall, please help us keep
Birchwood Lakes free from litter
by not posting any signs, includ-
ing directions or yard sales, on the
roadsides. Bulletin Boards are for
use by the members in posting
notices of yard sales. Directions
should be provided through an
alternate means (maps are avail-
able in the office). This will help
eliminate the “leftover” signs that
seem to never come down once
posted.

The Office hours have reverted
to the winter schedule. You may
reach us Monday through Friday 8
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and the first
Saturday of the month from 8
a.m. to 12 p.m. If you are unable
to visit us in person during these
hours, please contact us by tele-
phone. A locked mailbox is also
available on the outside of the
office for after hour drop-off of
items.

Enjoy the fall. Winter will soon
be upon us. Staff has been busy
with winter preparations since
mid-summer and will continue
with activities throughout the sea-
son. Salt suppliers have been
selected, equipment is being read-
ied and drivers will be taking their
dry runs of their snowplowing
routes. Help us by reading the
winter roads message in this edi-
tion.

Notes from the Community Manager

BIRCHWOOD LAKES COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION, INC.
2008-2009 SCHEDULE OF OPEN BOARD MEETINGS

Open Board Meetings are held at the BLCA Clubhouse
NOVEMBER 14, 7:30 p.m. MAY 8, 2009 7:30 p.m.
DECEMBER 13, 9:30 a.m. JUNE 13, 2009 9:30 a.m.
JANUARY 9, 2009 7:30 p.m. JULY 10, 2009 7:30 p.m.
FEBRUARY 14, 2009 9:30 a.m. AUGUST 15, 2009 9:30 a.m.
MARCH 13, 2009 7:30 p.m. AUGUST 22, 2009 9:30 a.m.
APRIL 11,2009 9:30 a.m. Annual Meeting

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
ELECTION RESULTS

Ballots mailed more than 800,
Ballots returned 155

John Meola 112 votes
Eileen Naturale 111
Robert Nilsen 90

Let Delaware Township
Inform you of local

emergencies.
Delaware Township in partnership with Twenty First

Communications has instituted a local notification system
that will be able to send telephone notification to residence
and businesses within Delaware Township impacted by, or
in danger of being impacted by, an emergency or disaster.

Register your phone numbers with us so we can add you to
our Reverse 911 calling system.
Please contact us at:

570-828-2347



Lake Testing Grant
BLCA was chosen for a

Citizens Volunteer Monitoring
Program (CVMP) grant in 2008
that allows us to obtain com-
prehensive water quality data
on one of our lakes at no cost.
The program is administered
by the Watershed Protection
Division of PADEP and provides
technical assistance, lab support
and sampling/ testing equip-
ment in partnership with
another local lake community,
Traces of Lattimore. The BLCA
lake selected this year by DEP is
Lower Birchwood Lake, since
water from our other three
lakes eventually finds its way
into Lower. We have already

been “penciled in” for next
year’s grant program and Upper
Birchwood lake will likely be
selected. The value to our com-
munity is two-fold, the free
testing would normally cost
approximately $1000, and the
ability to test our other lakes
using the CVMP equipment. A
real deal!

Water quality of Lower Lake
The data received so far indi-

cates that the basic water quali-
ty in the Lower lake has not
changed in any significant way
since last year, and generally
falls within the normal range
for this type of lake (age/
depth/ productivity); two
parameters however, phospho-

rous and nitrogen, remain
moderately high and are largely
responsible for aquatic plant
growth in our lakes. The Lake
Management Committee will
be investigating ways to reduce
these two parameters, but BLCA
members can help by having
their septics properly main-
tained/ pumped and by limit-
ing their use of nitrogen con-
taining fertilizers and phospho-
rous containing household
detergents.

Registration
Just a reminder – All boats

used on BLCA lakes must be
registered at the office.

Any member or guest who
uses our lakes without a valid

BLCA registration sticker may
be subject to a $25 fine. Also,
several boats this year have
either been stolen, “borrowed”
and then capsized or damaged.
Your registration sticker would
allow ownership to be estab-
lished and perhaps return of
your boat.

Boat Safety
Fishermen and boaters -

Please clean all aquatic plants
from your boats, motors and
trailers after your day on a par-
ticular body of water,
Birchwood lake or other-wise,
and before using them on
another lake or river. Aquatic
plants that “hitch-hike” on
your equipment can take up

residence in our lakes where
they can become invasive and
cause serious problems. Even
small pieces of certain plants
can regenerate or grow into
mature plants. So, please help
our lake management efforts by
removing all plant debris from
your “stuff.”Thanks!!

AUTUMN 2008 BIRCHWOOD LAKES PAGE 3

Lake News by Chas Ritson, Chair Lake Management Committee

FOR SALE at
Birchwood Lakes–

attractive wooded lake-
front property at

East Lakeview Drive,
Sec. 11, Block 81.

Asking $41,000. Owner.
(516) 305-4467.
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by Marcella Livingston
As the past chairperson of

the Beautification Committee I
would like to thank all my vol-
unteers over the many years we
have been beautifying our
entrances.A very special thanks
goes to George and Jane Aber

for their dedication to Birch-
wood Lakes. George and Jane
could be found at the 739
entrance at the crack of dawn
watering our plants in the heat
of summer. George planted
seeds each year to supplement
our purchased plants and

would weed and deadhead
constantly. Jane painted the
rock at the Silver Lake entrance
and restores it each year. Un-
fortunately, they will be “retir-
ing” this year and will be
greatly missed. If you want to
see our entrances in full bloom
each year, more volunteers are
needed. Watering is a big task
but one that could be made
easier with more help. Please
help keep our entrances look-
ing great by signing up for the
Beautification Committee.
Many hands make light work.

Beautification Committee
September 12 Board Meeting

by Bob Salmon
The September 7 board meeting, effectively chaired by newly-

elected board President, Chas Ritson, dealt with a number of issues
important to Birchwood residents, many of which were brought
up by community members at the annual meeting. This article is
not the official minutes of the meeting.The minutes will be report-
ed after the board approves them, but these are the observations of
this reporter who attended the entire meeting.

New Security Procedures
Ironguard Security officers will spend more time at the 739 gate

entrance. The high cost of gasoline forces this change. We have
already spent $5,087 dollars of the $7,000 dollars budgeted for
gasoline for the year and the board approved a new driving pattern
for the security service. They will alternate patrolling the roads
with observing vehicles entering the community. The board plans
to schedule a special board “workshop” meeting devoted to secu-
rity issues.This will be well in advance of signing a new contract.

East Lake Dam Cap
The board has decided to go ahead with the survey required by

the DEP in order to get permission to cap the dam in an effort to
restore the lake to its historic level. BettyeWhite Gross, Community
Manager will begin the process.

Crossing Road Dam
Many residents expressed concern at the Annual Meeting about

the proposed design of the dam between Upper and Lower Lake at
Crossing Road. As a result of those comments, Chuck Givler, the
engineer who attended the meeting and answered questions about
the proposed project submitted new drawings in a further attempt
to show the impact of the structure on the surrounding homes.The
board discussed the feasibility of finding another firm to design
the dam and whether the expense of a new study would produce
a significantly different structure, given the governmental require-
ments for dam safety. The board decided to check further on pos-
sible dam designs, before authorizing another engineering study.

Member’s address changes
If you were issued a new 911 mailing address and have not yet notified the office in writing, we ask you please do so. This will

allow you to receive your mail from the Birchwood Lakes Office and to prevent any problems that may develop in the next few
months.

CHANGE OF MAILING ADDRESS FORM
I, _____________________ have an address change.
Please change my address to
_____________________________________________________

Lot(s)__________ Block _____
Section _________ Date: _______

No phone changes will be accepted. You can either mail the form, hand deliver it to the
BLCA Office or drop it off in the mailbox by the BLCA Office front door. The Office will
not change your address without written notification.

Permits
BLCA Rules and Regu-

lations (Section 98-50-19),
in accordance with the
Association’s Covenants and
Restrictions, require mem-
bers to obtain a BLCA permit
prior to moving to, con-
structing, or erecting any
structure or building within
the community. There is no
fee for obtaining the permit.
Additionally, permits are
needed for septic repairs and
tree removals. For more
information, contact the
BLCA Office.



Congratulations to the Birch-
wood Lakes Swim Team for an
outstanding summer! The
Barracudas wrapped up the sum-
mer season at Trails End with an
8th place finish during
Championship weekend, August 9
and 10. This was our first year
back in Birchwood and we had a
GREAT group of kids ages 3-18.
The swim team worked hard all
summer. For many of the kids,
this was their first time compet-
ing. The improvements made
from our first practice to champi-
onships were astonishing. Because
of our swim team, some of these
first time swimmers are now con-
tinuing their swimming through
the winter with either lessons,

winter swim teams, or occasional
trips to the high school for open
swim.

Our parent participation during
the summer was above and
beyond.There was never a need to
ask for help. Someone was always
volunteering or asking what they
could do. A big THANK YOU goes
out to all the parents of our swim-
mers. We couldn’t have had such a
wonderful season with out you.

Another important factor for
our success were all the sponsors,
golfers, and dinner attendees of
the 1st Annual Golf Outing. The
outing was a great success and if
you missed it, we hope you will

join us next year.
Thank you all people in the

community who patronized our
concession stand at the pool and
bought candy from the swim
team kids when they were selling
it through out the community.
Every little bit helped make a huge
difference.

We hope that next summer will
be even better than this past sum-
mer. If you missed all the fun and
want to become a part of our
growing family, please watch for
registration information in the
next newsletter and on the boards
at the entrances.
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Birchwood Lakes Swim Team

According to a recent commu-
nication between Elizabeth
Forrest, Pike County Legislative
Aide to State Representative John
J. Siptroth and Bettye White Gross,
Community Manager of
Birchwood Lakes, there are two
bills that may give financial relief
to residents in private communi-
ties. The first is a bill still in com-
mittee that would “give tax relief
to full-time residents who are
paying for road paving, snow
removal and other services in the
community that municipalities
normally provide and charge tax
for. It will NOT provide relief for
upkeep of … non-essential servic-
es… The deduction would be fig-
ured at a percentage of the dues
and apply only to full-time resi-
dents.”

A bill sponsored by Represen-
tative Siptroth passed the House
of Representatives and is still in
the Senate. It provides funding for
high hazard dams that the
Department of Environmental
(DEP) considers in need of repair,
as well as other issues related to
flood control, sewers and other
infrastructure needs. High hazard
dams are ones that could endan-
ger the health and safety of popu-
lated areas if they aren’t repaired.
According to Forrest, “$800 mil-
lion has been made available for

dam, flood protection, water and
sewer improvements through the
state budget passed on July 4th.
Voters will decide in November
whether to make another $400
million available through a bond
referendum … (S.B. 1341) If
approved, the funding would be
used for grants and loans … Rep.
Siptroth is attempting, whenever
possible, to make residential com-
munities eligible to apply for
these grants …

“In addition, he is introducing
legislation this fall for a compre-
hensive state wide study of the
infrastructure issues within the
Commonwealth’s residential
communities … to communicate
the extent of the road,
water/sewage and dam problems
to the General Assembly so that
they will support future legisla-
tion. We estimate that 25% of the
state’s population live in private
communities …”

If you want to support this
effort to bring relief to Birchwood
residents regarding tax relief and
possible financial aid to help us
with our Crossing Road Dam
project, required by the DEP, write
in support of Rep. Siptroth’s
efforts. You may mail the sample
letter in this issue or e-mail your
comments to
rep.siptroth@pahouse.net.

Pending Legislation
May Benefit Birchwood

Sample letter that can be mailed or sent, e-mail to rep.siptroth@pahouse.net

Rep. John J. Siptroth
PO Box 202189
Harrisburg, PA
17120-2189

Dear Representative Siptroth,
I (We) live in Birchwood Lakes Community Association in Dingmans Ferry, Pike County, Pennsylvania. I (We) are writing in support of bills

no. HB2549 and PN3798 to fund dam safety projects and particularly for your efforts to allow residential private communities eligible to apply
for low cost loans and grants for this purpose.

Hurricane Ivan destroyed one of our dams and we have an assessment for that replacement. Now the DEP requires us to replace another dam
at greater expense.

Our community has over 500 homes with full-time residents, many of whom are senior citizens. The additional unforeseen expense for
replacement of a dam will have a long-term economic effect on our residents.

Thank you for your efforts on our behalf. Help us keep our costs as low as possible.
Very truly yours,

Signature Signature
Address Address

BLCA Curfew
BLCA has a curfew of 10

p.m. Sunday through
Thursday and 11 p.m. Friday
and Saturday. As a courtesy to
all members, please observe
the curfew hours.
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WINTER ROADS
While the first snowflakes may have not yet fallen, the Association has

been preparing for winter and would like to offer the following tips and
information for your safety and convenience:

Don’t drive unnecessarily in a storm, especially during severe snow-
storms and freezing rain.

Remember to keep the roads and right of way clear of vehicles and
other encumbrances. Our maintenance employees cannot plow roads
that are blocked by cars. Vehicles blocking BLCA roads will be towed.
Any landscaping items within the BLCA right of way may unintention-
ally be damaged by plowing efforts. BLCA will not be responsible for
damage to items within the right-of-way. Please familiarize yourself
with the locations of parking areas within BLCA should you need to
pull over while obtaining assistance.

Be sure your car is properly equipped for winter driving with snow
or all-season tires and properly functioning windshield wiper blades.

Remind your children to play away from the roads for their own safe-
ty.

There is no practical way for maintenance to avoid dropping snow in
your driveway when they are plowing.You can minimize this frustrat-
ing event by trying to avoid cleaning out your driveway until the road
has been plowed or by clearing an area to the side of your driveway
which may reduce the amount of snow dropped by the plows. When
plowing or shoveling your driveway, do not place snow in the roadway
or block drainage swales or culverts.

/ /
/ Driveway /

__________________/ /Clear out this area
___________________

Roadway
______________________________________________________

_

Be prepared for winter driving by carrying a blanket and emergency
supplies in your vehicle.

Birchwood Lakes Maintenance Staff normally follows a pre-deter-
mined procedure in plowing the roads. Changes, however, may be
made on an as-needed basis. Staff will begin plowing when there is
approximately one and a half inch of snow on the road. Please be
patient as many factors such as temperature, type of precipitation and
changing weather patterns can have an effect on our efforts.

Letter from Jim
Jim Silverman, Maintenance Supervisor

Hi there,
It’s your maintenance crew, Shannon and I, wanting you to know

we’ve been winding down the summer by keeping the pool and
beaches up and running. Now we are gearing up for the cold sea-
son… Getting suppliers for salt and anti-skid material to keep the
roads open; checking equipment and trucks to make sure they are
functional and ready. But also, we are trying our best to continue day-
to-day services to keep Birchwood running. This month we repaired
the gates and gate boards card readers

Please continue to be our eyes and ears and report illegal dumping
and vandalism. We thank you who have helped us in this regard.

Thanks to Bettye and the board for sending me to the 13th annual
show expo at Valley Forge. I learned a lot about maintaining the win-
ter roads. The more knowledge we have, the better services we will
provide.
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Colors line the roads and lakes
in the last splash of autumn.
Goldenrod, with its bright yellow
flower is the plant that people
used to blame for allergies. But, its
reputation is not deserved. It is
ragwort, similar in shape and

color that makes you sneeze.
Goldenrod, or Solidago, its scien-
tific name, has feathery plumes
and attracts birds and butterflies,
but not deer. It likes sun and that’s
why it is seen along roads and in
open fields. It usually starts to
bloom in early September and
will continue to bloom until frost.
There are 100 species of golden-
rod and all contribute color to the
fall landscape.

Another flowering plant, not as
evident as the goldenrod, but still
seen frequently is the wood aster.
Although there are many native
species of aster, they are not usu-
ally seen in commercial nurseries.
Most of the very showy asters
come from Asia and it is only
recently that some commercial
growers supply the native variety.

The wood aster (Aster cordifolia),
I’ve read, has edible leaves that
can be cooked as greens. It likes
shady places and I’ve seen it
under other plants on the road-
side. Its seeds feed songbirds and
chipmunks and bees and butter-
flies feed on its nectar. This aster
makes a good garden plant
because deer and rabbits don’t eat
it.

Virginia Creeper
(Parthenocissus quinquefolia), a
member of the grape family, is a
modest green vine during spring
and summer, but blazes scarlet
and burgundy in October and
November. You see it clinging to
trees, or snaking along the
ground. It grows to 60 feet long
and does not harm the trees or
plants it covers. Leaf cutting bees
use its leaflets for constructing

nests, and robins, mocking birds
and some woodpeckers enjoy its
seeds. Deer and rabbits browse the
leaves, but still leave enough of
the plant to grow next year.

Autumn Notes from the Gardener
by Sheila Salmon, Penn State Master Gardener

Garbage In,
Garbage Out
by Sheila Salmon

There are many complaints
about household garbage dump-
ing … a refrigerator here, a dog
carcass there, kitchen waste in the
can at the mailbox area. Yet,
despite pleas from Birchwood
staff, the dumping continues.
Household garbage disposal can
be a problem for residents in
Birchwood, particularly if you do
not pay for regular garbage pick-
up service. My family, for
instance, are part-time residents
and we have never contracted
with a waste management com-
pany. We solve the problem by
keeping a compost pile for all
vegetable waste, buying meat that
has no bones, and recycling
paper, glass and aluminum at the
Delaware Township Parking area
so that all our garbage is” clean.”
We pack it up nicely and send it
home with guests or take it back
ourselves. If that doesn’t work for
you, consider contracting with a
commercial firm.

You can dispose of large items
at Delaware Township for a mod-
est fee, call 828-2347.

Waste Management picks up
garbage on Mondays, Charles
Steuhl does it on Thursdays and
Pocono Disposal is a pay-per- bag
company, if you don’t need regu-
lar service. Wally’s Disposal is
another local company that serves
Birchwood.

AVAILABLE IN
THE OFFICE

BLCA T-Shirts – New Design
and Colors For Sale

Children’s Sizes S, M & L
(Beige & Navy Blue) $11

Adult’s Sizes
S, M & L
(Beige, Light Blue & Navy Blue) $11
XL $13
XXL $15

BCLA Tote Bags $5

FREE LOCAL EVENTS
October 18 — Natural Communities of the Poconos, a talk by natu-

ralist writer and author John Serrao. His new book will be available. 7
p.m., Bushkill Visitor Center, Route 209, Bushkill, PA. Information:
(570) 426-2452 or visit www.nps.gov/dewa or www.friendsofdewa.
org.

October 21— Tour historic restored Van Campen Inn in NJ and take
a hike on Military Trail during Van Campen Day. Visit
www.nps.gov/dewa for more information about the house or call
973-948-4903.

October 25— Octivities Day at Millbrook Village. Dress in costume,
prizes for the most original. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. See http://www.mill-
brooknj.com/ for more information.

Have fun!
Friends of the Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area - Park

HQ, River Road, Bushkill, PA 18324. Voice mail: 570-426-2435, ext.
2510.

Goldenrod

Aster

Virginia Creeper



PAGE 8 BIRCHWOOD LAKES AUTUMN 2008

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS PUBLICATION, CALL SETH AT
JOURNAL NEWSPAPERS 570-443-9131, XT. 302
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and the impact to our budg-
et is considerable.We can no
longer accept this. Please be
aware that the outside man-
agement company will take
a more forceful approach to
this issue.

Although I have many
other topics to talk about,
such as litter, untidy proper-
ties, our upcoming budget
process, etc, I’m going to
save them for subsequent
issues of the Voice. In clos-
ing, I want to personally
thank all of our great volun-
teers, who so unselfishly
gave their time and effort to
make our community a
great place to live and play.
Many of you could not make
our recent Volunteer
Luncheon, but please know
that your efforts are truly
appreciated.

Thanks!

President’s
Message...
continued from page 1.

Important Telephone Numbers
Police, Fire, Ambulance Emergency 911

Birchwood Lakes Office 828-2111
Birchwood Lakes Public Safety

828-6009

Student Writer Wanted
The Birchwood Voice is interested in having a Birch-

wood student write a column on items of interest to
other Birchwood student residents. If you are interested
in journalism or if you just like to write send a note to
Sheila Salmon c/o the office or e-mail to
rssalmon@rcn.com with your name and contact infor-
mation and we will be in touch.

Lost & Found
Birchwood Lakes maintains a lost and found in the

BLCA Office. Currently we are looking to find the miss-
ing owner of a piece of statuary and some lighting units
that were found within BLCA. If you have misplaced or
forgotten anything at the pool, beaches or mailroom, it
may have been turned in. Contact the BLCA Office to see
if your “missing” item is there.

Right-of-Way
All property owners are hereby put on notice that the

Association has a right of way on each roadway. Any
personal property placed in the Association’s right of
way is not the Association’s responsibility and the
Association will not be held responsible for any dam-
ages incurred to said personal property. All property
owners are to refrain from placing personal property
within the Association’s right of way. The Association
does not permit encroachment of any Association prop-
erty, which includes roads or right of ways, common
area or any other location, which is BLCA property.

Address Signs
Please help us help you. Many residents in Birchwood Lakes

Community still do not have “911” street signs on their house or in
front of their property. When a call comes in requesting emergency
assistance (ambulance, fire, police), it is difficult for the Association
to offer assistance in leading the emergency volunteers to your home
if it isn’t clearly marked with the 911 address. Make sure your sign is
visible from the road. If you need information on your 911 address,
contact the BLCA Office at 570-828-2111. While we hope that you
will never require emergency services, take a moment to help your-
self and your loved ones just in case.

Home Sales in
Birchwood Lakes

During the months of July and August, 15 homes were sold in
Birchwood Lakes. The breakdown is as follows: nine homes priced
under $100,000; three homes between

$100,000 and $150,000; and three homes between $150,000 and
$200,000.

Birchwood Lakes welcomes the new owners to our community.
May you enjoy your time here and become an active member of our
Association. Welcome to Deputron, Karlak, Smith, Pinand, Coen,
Bruckschloegl, and DeGennaro families.

Your Care. Our Purpose.

• Serving the Senior Community in the Tri-State Area since 2001 •

Assisted Living
• • • •

Skilled Nursing
• • • •

Memory Care
• • • •

Rehabilitation 
Services
• • • •

In the Heart of Historic 
Milford, PA. Convenient 
to NY &NJ, near I-84.

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

404 East Harford St.
Milford, PA 18337
570.409.9191
877.491.6100 (toll free)

www.bellereve.net

Experience the Lifestyle

Beautiful Accommodations
Three Delicious Meals daily

Housekeeping & laundry services
Fun activities with new friends

Special rates for short term stays
(limited time only)

Call for a tour today!
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Some residents on Middle Lake
who are members of the Lake
Management Committee are try-
ing to provide a community serv-
ice by harassing the Canada Geese
so that they will not foul the
beach and people’s property or
pollute the water. Government
permits allow this activity. The
birds are not harmed.

During September, a person has
been screaming at the harassers
who do not want to cause anyone
pain or suffering by their actions.

Would the person who is having
difficulty because of the geese
harassment program please dis-
cuss his concerns by filing a com-
plaint form at the office so some
resolution to the issue may be
negotiated. Anyone with ques-
tions or concerns about the
harassment please make your con-
cerns known to the Lake
Management Committee or to the
Community Manager. Please do
not harass the members of the
committee.

DINGMANS  FERRY/MILFORD  OFFICE
1560 Route 739

Dingmans Ferry, PA 18328

Visit us @ www.bhgrealestate.com

Why Hire Just an Agent 
When You Can Hire a Team?

Celebrating 20 Years of Service 1988-2008

*As of 08/08
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Birchwood Lakes Swim Team
would like to THANK the

sponsors from the
1st Annual Golf Outing!

2008 Hole Sponsors
The Medicine Shoppe, Moffa’s Home Improvements, Buzz Cuts, Baileys Lawn Maintenance, Lakeview

Plaza Market, Carpentry Unlimited, Debbie Giorelli 7th Street Gallery, Dingmans Ferry Bridge, Birchwood
Lakes Board of Directors and Office Staff, County Auto & Commercial Towing Inc., Chris VonSee
Contracting, Pocono MountainTax Service, Dime Bank, Flair, Barry, Naturale, Saunders, in Memory of James
Barry Birchwood Lakes Swim Team founder 1968,Wrenches, Diamond Homes, McCracken HVAC, Falcaro
Family, Castelucci Family in Loving Memory of Kevin McGinley, Giovanni and Son Excavating, Drayer
Physical Therapy, Traco Embroidery, Staples, Modells, AB Computer Services, Sisters Corner Deli &
Convenience, Kingsland Contractors, S&T Auto Service, Inc. & Advanced Dermatology Pocono Medical Care

2008 Door Prize Donations
Pike County Beverage, Side Street Café, Naturales, Moffas, Debbie Giorelli, Dingmans Ferry Bridge, Good

Time Pizza, Pike Physical Therapy, Action Bikes & Outdoor, Picture Perfect, Brooke Insurance, MB Trailers
and Sporting Goods, Waste Management, Independence, DeMasi, Drayer Physical Therapy, Mickles,
Conklins,Velazquez, Mr. Z’s & Horizon

Middle Lake Geese
Harassment

I love to cook and collect cooking books and magazines. I have
always loved the kitchen. Since we are busy people, I use simple
recipes. Please try them and enjoy the results.

Carolyn Martin

This is great for the holidays.
Sweet Potato Bake
Pre-heat oven to 350 degrees
3 cups mashed sweet potatoes
1⁄2 cup butter
1⁄2 cup milk
1⁄2 cup granulated sugar
2 eggs
Topping ingredients
1-cup brown sugar
1⁄2 cup flour
1⁄3-cup butter
1 cup chopped nuts
Combine the first 5 ingredients and pour into a 2 qt. casserole. Mix

the topping ingredients to a grainy consistency and sprinkle over the
sweet potato mixture. Bake for 30 minutes. When a toothpick insert-
ed into the center comes out clean, the dish is done.

Simple and delicious!

Beer Bread
Preheat oven to 350 degrees
3 cups self-rising flour
3 tablespoons sugar
1 bottle of beer,
room temperature
Mix all ingredients and pour into a buttered loaf pan. Let stand for

1 hour to rise. Bake for 1 hour.The beer acts as the yeast and the alco-
hol is baked away.

Recipes from the Holy Trinity Lutheran Church Cookbook.

Carolyn’s Recipe
Recommendations
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The Board of Directors
hopes members who cannot
attend the board meetings
will gain some understand-
ing of the issues facing the
Board. The editors of the
newsletter appreciate any
comments.

Residents who wish to see
the entire transcript may get
a copy at the BLCA office, or
provide the office with a
stamped self addressed
envelope (8

1
⁄2 X 12), with

two (2) 42-cent stamps.The
minutes will be mailed after
they are approved.

Actions approved between

the May and June meeting
by polling all Directors:

June 6, approved tree re-
moval requests for 4 proper-
ty owners.

Actions approved at the
June 13 meeting:

Write-offs of over
$36,000 from repository
sales.

Treasurer Livingston asked
the Community Manager to
have the Auditor complete
the account receivables audit
before the regular audit.

Director Ritson asked the
Community Manager to get
a definitive answer regard-

ing the East Lake Dam cap.
A motion was made to pay

Medico Industries for previ-
ous work on the grader in
the amount of $1490.25

Director Stirrat made a
motion to have Director
Celentano remain as Chair
of Recreation until the
annual meeting.

Director Ritson made a
motion to approve John
Naturale and Neil Marin as
coaches of the swim team.

Director Ritson made a
motion to accept the resig-
nation of Director Dodge,
and because of the short

time until the August reor-
ganization to mail card with
the voting packet.

Motion was made to ap-
prove Red Cross swim les-
sons

Other discussions.
The Board agreed that the

Manager’s report should be
available to the Board one
week before the meeting, so
everyone has time to read and
have any questions prepared.

The Board agreed that the
Maintenance yard should be
cleaned up and debris re-
moved.

Results from the Board

workshop regarding “prior-
ities” will be discussed with
the Community Manager.

A proposed draft Noise/
Nuisance regulation was
forwarded to the Rules and
Regulations Committee.

Director Livingston ex-
plained the Dime Bank
CDARS program. The pro-
gram protects accounts above
$100K by moving the excess
amounts into short term CD’s.
The Dime Bank offers
B.LCA.members free check-
ing and other benefits. (Flyers
outlining these benefits are
available in the office).

Minutes - June 13, 2008
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